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the amount allowed by the Forests Depart-
men for the prisoners’ labowr. The chief
benefit looked for, however, from the ex-
periment is the effect it will have in re-
forming the prisoners and restoring them to
honest citizenship. The prison aspect has
been left out of the settlement in every way
compatible with safety, and the prisoners
by their conduct and industry have shown
appreciation of the privileges and freedom
granted to them. Good progress has heen
made on the farm at Castlemaine, which
gives promige of proving a sound invest-
ment, both from an economi¢ and a reform-
atory standpeint, Here, ag at the afforesta-
tion camp, the open-air life has had a good
effect on the health and physical condition
of the inmates, who show a mental alertness
and cheerful demeanour which was wanting
when confined within the prison walls all
day,
The extra cost there is stated at £40 per an-
num, but, as in the case of the afforestation
camp, there seems very little doubt that the
work om which the men are employed will
show a considerable return; so that the net
cost of keeping them will be less than that of
keeping them in prison. With regard to teeh-
nical education the report states—
Equipment for imparting technieal instrue-
tion to the inmates of the Castlemaine Re-
formatory has been purchased, and a com-
mencement has recently been made in the
im‘ractieal work under the direction of Mr,
. A, Morton, of the local technical school.
All the inmates are given an opportunity in
turn of attending the instruetional class,
and they cvince much interest in their work.
These are junior offenders, under the age of
2

;I‘hey are being ingtrueted in the use of toola-

and in framing and joining. Tt is intended

later that they shall erect some buwildings

at the farm. Thia technical training, added

to the farm experience, should be of great

asgistance to them on release in obtaining

work.
There are many other features of this report
which are highly interesting; and I think the
Government will be on safe lines if they fol-
low as eclosely aa possible the experience of
Vietoria, which is evidently proving very
suceessful. Mr. Duffell, T consider takes a
somewhat pessimistic view of things when he
suggests that all these eenturies of Christi-
anity have mnot advanced the world at all
Notwithstanding the war and all these things,
I am inclined to think that

. . . through the ages one increasing pur-
pose runs,
And the thoughts of men are widened
with the process of the sums.

I think it is due from us, if we cammot lead
other eountries in reforms of this kind, at all
events to keep our eyes open for the reform-
atory methods that are practised in other
parts of the world; and, if we see that they
are proving suceessful, te try to copy them
and bring about equally good results in “our
own State.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 5.57 p.m.

Legistative HAssembly,
Thursday, £4th October, 1918.

. — .

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[For '‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘' Papers
Presented’’ see “*Votes and Proceedings.’’]

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1918-19.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 15th Qctober; Mr, Stubbs
in the Chair.

Lands amd Surveys Department, Hon, H,
B, Lefroy Minister—Hon. I", E. S. Willmott
{Honorary Minister) in charge of the votes.

Vote—Lands and Burveys, £43,489:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : May I ask beforé
the general discussion is resumed on this
vote whether it wiil be possible afterwards
to enter on a general discussion on the vote
‘! Agriculture Generally.’’

The PREMIER: Certainly. The Lands
Department and the Agricultural Depart-
ment are geparate and distinct.

Hon. P, Coltier: How does that fit in with
our Standing Orders?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I wanted to make
sure on this peint before going on with the
Eatimates.

The CHATRMAN: I have already ruled
in the direction that a general discussion
may take place on each of the departments,
and if my memory serves me correctly the
member for Kanowna woved to disagree
with my ruling.

Hon, T. Walker: No.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But the Standing
Orders were altercd the other day.

The CHAIRMAN: Any way, I rule now
that when the Committee reaches the vote
‘‘Minister for Agriculture’’ there may be a
general discussion.

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.43]: Al
though the Estimates of the Lands Depart-
ment may be satisfactory from the point of
view of hon. members who may be expccied
to be interested in the work of that depart-
ment, I would like to have cleared np a
misunderstanding, or rather a doubt, which
exists in the minds of a considerable scetiou
of the public with regard to the amendment
made in our Land Aet of last year concern-
ing the pastoral leases, I would like the
Minigter in charge to give the Committec
some information as to what has heen dene
with regard to reappraisement, as to when
the board, whose duty it will be to deal with
the matter, is likely to be appointed. The
point I wigh some information on is as to
whether the Minister has taken any steps to
obtain the necessary declarations provided
for in the Land Act and in SBection 30 of the
amending Act of last year. I mean a de-
elaration from those concerned that they
are not benoficially interested in any .area
greater than one million aecres in any one
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division. TLe Minister, by way of interjee-
tion the other evening, said that it was not
competent under the Act for amy person to
be interested in any area greater tham one
million acres, but I am informed that al-
ready since the passing of this Act com-
panies have been formed. In reply to a ques-
tion which I asked yesterday the Premier
said that four companies had been formed
sinee asacnt to the Act was given in Marech
of last year. I have not the figures as to
the number of ecompanies which have been
formed in previous ycars, but they would
scem to indicate that advantage is already
being taken of a weakness in the Aet to
form comparies dealing with pastoral hold-
ings, and thereby evade the provisions in
the Aet to which I have referred. If these
provigions of Section 30 are not strictly en-
forced the whole intention of the House,
when it passed the Aect, will have been
evaded. T would like to know whether the
Minister has called upor any of those who
are interested in the four companies, which
have been formed during the past four
years, or in any other companies which were
in existence prior to the passing of the Aect,
to sign the necessary declaration to the effect
that they are not interested in more than one
million acres.

Mr. Draper:
holder.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is just the point.
That is where I think the weakness comes
inte the Act. The Honorary Miniater, I
understand, holds that a person canmot be
interested even to the extent of being a
shareholder in & company in more than one
million acres in any one division. That is
the view I gathered from the interjection he
made  during my remarks earlier
in the week. If that is the inter-
pretation that he places upon it, I fear he is
mistaken. I am informed by men, who ought
to be competent authorities vpom this mattar,
that it is possible for 2 man, say, to hold 80
per ¢ent. of the shares in several companies in
one division. Tf that is so, it is clear that
something is possible under the Act which Par-
liament never contemplated. It is as well that
T should quote the section of the Act dealing
with this matter. It says—

The maxzimum area held by one person in
the same division shall be one million acres,
but the Govarnor may in specifled distriets or
localities, fix the maximum ares to be held
as aforesaid at less than one million aeres.
The maximum area to be held in the same
divigion by two or more persons jointly or
by any association of persons incorporated
or unincorporated, shall not exceed one mil-
lion aeres. If any leaseholder is beneficially
interested in an area exceeding the pre-
seribed maximum, or in geveral areas ex-
ceeding in the aggregate the preseribed
maximum, or if his leaselold is worked in
association with other holdings exceeding
in the aggregate the maximum area that
may be lawfully held as aforesaid, his lease
or leases shall be liable to forfeiture, and
the lease or leages in which he is interested
ghall he liable to forfeiture.

A sghareholder is not a lease-
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That is to say, if the leassholder should be
beneficially interested in any area of more
than one million acres his lease is liable to be
forfeited. If I were a shareholder of a pas-
toral lease as an individual, and held one mil-
lion acres in any one division, it seems to be
clear that I should nob be a sharehplder in
any other company holding shares in a lesse-
hold in the same division, If that is mnot so,
it is quite clear that this would not apply at
all to a person who was not a leaseholder in
any respect. If I held 90 per cent. of the
ghares in any company, which held one million
acreg, I would not as an individual shareholder
be a leaseholder. The Act says that a lease-
holder cannot be beneficially interested in more
than one million acres, but being & shareholder,
holding practically the whole of the shares in
a company, it is open to me to hold as many
shares as I like in as many other companies
as I like in the same division. Broadly speak-
ing, it is possible for one man, eo far as I read
the Act, to own, say, 90 or 95 per cent. of the
shares in a company, or in half a dozer com-
panies in the one division. Instead of being
interested in only ome million acres, as Par-
liament intended I should be, I would be the
virtual owner of about five million aeres. The
men who are interested in pastoral holdings
were not slow to discover this weakness in
the Act. Besides the four companies which
have been formed during the past 12 montha,
others are in process of formation, so 1 am
informed. The Act, of which I am speaking,
ig one of the most important that Parliament
has been called upon to deal with for many
years, seeing that it affects the disposal of the
whole of the pastoral areas in this State for
the next 40 years. It is the clear duty of the
Government to get a legal interpretation or
decision upon the points I have raised. If it
is found that the weakness, which appears to
me to be there, does actually exist, then it is
the bounden duty of the Government to bring
down amending legislation at the earliest pos-
sible moment. The Premier said, in reply to
the question I asked yesterday, that should it
be found that attempts are being made to
evade the intention of the Act, the Govern-
ment will consider the question of introduecing
legislation to prevent thia. They cannot intro-
duce legislation to prevent the evasion of the
provisions of an Act. Such legislation is not
required. Tt i3 administration that is required
in the case of attempts that are made to evade
the provisions of am Aet, If, what I have
described ag being done, ean be done without
evading the provisions of the Act, then it is
the duty of the Government to introduce legis-
Iation at once. The matter i3 of such import-
ance a8 to warrant the Government in finding
ont exactly where we stand. It is not suffi-
cient to say that if the Minister digeovers later
on that the Act is being evaded action will be
taken to forfeit the holdings of those con-
cerned. The Minister, as a matter of fact,
would not have power to forfeit amy of the
holdings if, under the Aet, it ia possible by
the formation of companies for any individual
to hold an unlimited number of acres in any
one division, It was the intention of the last
Parliament, which passed this Aet, that no
one man should be interested benefleially or
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finanecially in more than oune million aeres.
"That is what Parliament understood when the
Bill was passed, If it is now found that this
iz not the ease, and I am informed it is not,
then the steps 1 have indicated should be taken,
A company, after gll, has not & body to be
kicked or a soul to be dammed, The share-
holder in a company does not come under the
definition of leascholder. The company is
the leaseholder. The lease iz registered
in the name of the company, and no inm-
dividual in the company is the leaseholder.
That being so, the shareholders can hold as
many acres as they please, I bhope the Govern-
ment will take the earliest opportunity of hav-
ing the position cleared up and defined so that
we may know where wo are. It is important
enocugh for a pronouncement to be made on
the matter as soon as the Government can get
the necessary legal advice upon it.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [4.58]: I admnit it was the intention
of the House that no one should be beneficially
interested in any way whatever in more than
one million acres in any one division. If the
Act provides that the intention of the House
can be evaded, the Government are prepared
to go into the matter at once and get legal
advice, with a view to placing matters in the
position desired by the House at the time the
Bill was passed.

Hon. . Collier: It ecannot be achieved
guder this Aect.
The PREMTER: There was considerable

discussion in regard to the question of the
granting of these pastoral leases, It is only
right that the wishes of the House, as they
were intended to apply at the time, should be
carried out by the Government, I am fully
seized of the fact that the House was under
the impression that the Aet provided that no
one could be beneficially interested in any way
whatever in more than one million acres in
any one division,

Hon. P. Collier: It says no leaseholder can
be beneficially interested. A shareholder in a
company is not a leasgholder.

The PREMIER: I sce the position per-
faectly, It has already been put before me in
that way. I will give an undertaking to go into
the matter at once with a view to having it
cleared up.

Mr. ANGELO: In connection with the im-
portant matter brought forward by the leader
of the Opposition, T am glad the Premier has
given the undertaking. If any legislation is
introduced, it wonld be as well to go into the
matter of more than 1,000,000 aecres being
held where two or more divisions eonjoin, At
present it is possible, if four {divisions &on-
join, for onme person or company to held
+000,000 geres of land. I think amending
legislation should prevent action of that kind.
A million acres is quite enough for any one
man or company to hold in any part of the
State.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Land settlement for soldiers, £2,500:

Mr. THOMSON: What has been done in
connection with this very important subjeet?

The Premier: The item ‘‘salaries of offi-
cers of other departments and incidental ex-
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penses ' refers to certain officers—for example
Mr, McLarty, who caomes from the Agrieultural
Bank—employed in the work of repatriation.
The amount of £3,500 is placed on the Esti-
mates te provide for their salaries.

Mr, THOMSON: Is the intention to run
this aa a separate department?

The Premier: Yes, Where an officer is
taken from another department to assist in
this department he will not be paid by both
departments but only by this ome.

Mr. THOMSON: Is there any increasc in
salaries?

The Premier: No.

Mr. THOMSON: Isg it the intention to keep
this expenditure as a separate account?

The Premier: Yes.
Mr. MUNSIE: From the Premier’s cx-

planation it appears that there is no permanent
officer employed in connection with the land
settlement of returned soldiers. My own view
is that it would be much better if one or two
officers were permaneptly appointed to posi-
tions in this department. The complaint from
the beginning has been that in the matter of
repatriation and the gettlement of returned
soldiers on the land, noboedy is responsible.
The Premier told us the other night that there
is now no going from one place to another,
but the Premier should inform the Committee
whether it is the intention of the Government
to appoint some officer permanently for this
work,

The PREMIER: Mr. Melarty has been
appointed permanently to the charge of the
department until the settlement of returned
goldiers has been completed. But until the
Discharged Soldiers Bill is passed by Parlia-
ment, it will be difficutt to say exactly how
the department will be arranged. The salaries
of other officers taken away from the depart-
ments where they are usually employed will
be paid ont of this vote,

My, MUNSIE: That is the unsatisfactory
part of it. No one is responsible.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Egtimates of the Lands
Department,

Agricultural Department (Hon, H. B. Le-
froy, Minister).

Vote—Agricnlture generally, £69,076:

The PREMIER and MINISTER TOR
AGRICULTURE {(Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [5.9]: During the last few years the
work of the Department of Agriculture has
increased very materially. Its ramifications ex-
tend from Eucla to Wyndham. It eontrols all
questions of administration in regard to live
stock and the products of the soil, including
fruit, It controls abattoira and sale yards.
It deals’ with the inapection of all stock and
the treatment of the diseasea of stock, includ-
ing poultry. In faet, the department deals
with everything connected with the land.
Although perhaps some considerable quan-
tity of water may have flown under the
bridges since the last debate on this depart-
ment, still, there is not much of material im-
portanece on which T need detain the Com-
mittee. Most of the matters can bhe dealt
with on the items. I know that the queation
of the rabbits is one which has been exercis-
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ing the minds of hon. members considerably,
and no doubt it is a very important one. I
wish to inform the Committee of the activi-
ties which have takean place in the matter
of the rabbit pest. Recently the Government
decided to extend the operations of the Rab-
bit Department by exterminating the rabbits
in the worst breeding places, namely, those
on Crown lands. Hon. members and the farm-
ing community have for some considerable
time been urging the Government not only
to engage in the destruction of rabbits on
private property but also to assist in the
destructions of rabbits on Crown lands and
abandoned holdings. This has been under-
taken: the Government have started the
work, Formerly Government operations in
this conncction were confined to Crown lands
near salt lakes. It has also been decided
that the Government shall take active steps
to eradicate the rabbits on abandoned farms
under the Agricultural Bank and the Indus-
tries Board. These abandoned properties
have been u great menace in the past, and
therefore the Government have determined
to tnke up the work of exterminating the
rabbits upon them. Hon. members will ob-
serve that there is on the Estimates a con-
giderable amount for the work of rabbit de-
atruction. The whole of the addition is for
the purpose of extending operations to breed-
ing places on Crown lands and on abandoned

farms. In consequence, a conference has
been held between the Agricultural Bank,
the Industries Assistance Board, and the

Agricultural Department, with the object of
securing co-operation in the work of rabbit
destruction. It was arranged that the work
on abandoned farms should be carried out
by the Agricultural Bank under the general
instruction, as to methods, of the Chief In-
spector of Rabbits. Arrangements have been
made te prevent over-lapping and unneces-
sary expenditure, so that where the work of
eradicating rabbits on abandoned farms and
on Crown Jands could be done by the same
man, it should be thus done. The Chief In-
spector has undertaken a series of trips
through the infested districts for the pur-
pose of formulating a scheme of more eox-
tensive destrnetion. He has recently re-
turned from a trip to the Cowecowing, Kun-
nunoppin, and Wyalkatchem distriets, and his
report shows that there are not so many rab-
bits in the districts visited as there were a
year ago. This year the damage to ecrops ia
not nearly so great as it was last year, which
in patisfactory, as showing at any rate that
the Government have been active in dealiug
with the pest. One of the greatest difficul-
ties throughout has heen to induce individual
scttlers te properly eradicate on their held-
ings; and this is a feature in which former
legislation was deficient, Mr. Crawford’s re-
port shows that where settlers are fairly
cloge together and are doing their reasomable
share of poisoning, there has been practie-
ally no loss of eropas. In other places, where
only some settlers are poisoning, while the
others are doing nothing, the crops have in
some cases suffered severely. In the Cow-
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cowing country the poison carts have greatly
reduced the number of rabbits; but, as they
are still numerous in places, arrangements
are being made to put on extra earts in the
Cowcowing and Hindmarsh districts and
along the rabbit proof fence, and at Cander-
din and other places where they are needed.
As regards the supply of poison it is antici-
pated there will be no further trouble. Four
tons of phosphorus are due here this
week, and it 13 expected that this supply
will be followed by regular shipments. Of
Government poison carts there are now 14 in
operation by the Rabbit Department.
Twelve more are now being fitted out,
and 30 more will be in use
as soon as the equipment can be procured.
Vermin boards have been established at
several places. There are now 29 in all
Thus, with the co-operation of the settlers,
it is hoped that we shall be able to keep
down the pest and diminish it to a large ex-
tent, although it is not likely that we shall
ever be able completely ‘to exterminate it.
Still, if we can keep it down we shall be
doing good work. There has been a consid-
erable number of isolated outbreaks of rab-
bits south of the Swan; at Ealamunda, Mun-
daring, Caoning Mills, EKelmscott, North
Dandalup and other places. Striet measures
were taken, and regular poisoning was car-
ried out, with the result that, as far as can
be discovered, all those isolated cclonies have
been eradicated. This, again, shows that the
Rabbit Department has been very active in
the discharge of its duties. Poison carts have
heen working for a considerable time on the
worst breeding grounds in the State, and
their operations have been very successful.
They are working on many of the lakes, such
as Cowcowing, Lake Monger, Lake Moore,
Lake Grace, and a number of other lakes.
In addition to those (fovernment carts there
are about 100 private carts actively en-
gaged in poisoming, Wherever peisoning has
been methodically carried out the results
have been most encouraging, Three years
ago, in the Lake Grace and Lake Pingrup
districts rabbits were worse than in, perhaps,
any other place in the State. One Govern-
ment cart is working there, and the Lake
Grace vermin board has had two others
working for the last two years or so, with
the result that the wheat yield in the dis-
triet last year was particolarly good.
[n the Eastern States combined poisoning,
even without the use of wire netting, has
kept the pest in check, and this can bhe done
here algo if everybody is compelled to do his
fair share, The Government having entered
go actively on the destruection of rabbits,
farmers will have to properly co-operate
with the Rabbit Department. The conse-
quence will be that we shall be able to keep
the rabbits in check. The reason for the
large expenditure on poisoning is that the
price of wire netting is at present prohibi-
tive, and until it comes down settlers will
have to rely on poisoning. As time goes on
I hope the settlers will be once more in a
position to obtain the netting, for this ia the
only effective means of kesning out the rab-
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bits. Last year the Government bought a
number of fumigators, but shortly after-
wards the supply of carbon bi-sulphide ran
out and it has not beem procurable since.
The department bought the whole suppiy
avaiiable in Perth. Shortly after this a tab-
loid named ‘‘Bunendo’’ was brought under
Mr. Crawford’s notice as a substitute for
fumigators, The tabloid is soaked in
chemical and put down the burrow as far as
possible, and the hole ia closed wup. The
fumes given out suffocate the rabbits. The
results have heen snccessful, but the tabloids
are expensive. The department is now in
vommunication with a firm in the Eastern
Btates for making o fumigator that nses
charcoal, There has been great difficulty in
obtaining poison, but the chief inspector has
heen given practically a free hand for the
obtaining of supplies, with the result that,
except when the shipping strike was on,
every person Tequiring poison was supplied.
Later we were faced with a still greater
difficolty through there being no poison ob-
tninable in Australia. We got into touch
with the Prime Minister, who approached the
Imperial Government, with the result that =z
firm in this State obtained permission to im-
port u large quantity of phosphorus from
Fugland. As a preparation for the future
the Government ordered, over eight months
ago, a supply of rabbit poison for next year’s
use, and for some time Western Angtralia
has been practically the only State in the
Commonwealth with any poison at all
During the year, between 60,000lbs. and
70,0001bs. of poison was forwarded to the
various authorities for free distribution, and
over 100,0001bs, is on order for the ecoming
year. It is ap important question. Hon.
members who visit the eastern districts
know what is going on there, and I trust
they wiil be able to confirm the statements
I have given to the Committee, and to agree
that at any rate the Agrienltural Department
has not been backward in doing its duty in
regard to this important matter. Although
there is a strain on the finances of the State,
the Government consider that money must he
found to cope with this pest, and eonse-
quently a eonsiderable amount has ‘theen
placed on the Fstimates for that puorpose.
Tt will be the duty of the Agrieultural De-
partment to see that this money is expended
in the best possible way, and full value ob-
tained for it. That will be my object, and T
am quite eertain that the Honorary Minister
in charge of the department will use all his
encrgies to see that the decision of the Gov-
ernment is carried out. One of the most
gratifving features in connection with the
agricultural work in Western Australia is the
increase in butter making during the last fow
vears, We have been importing an enormons
quantity of butter from the Eastern States,
vet T am sore we have a country capable of
growing not only all that we require for our
own use at present, but all that we may require
for future use. When T took charge of the
Agricultural Department, I found there was
a butter factory at Bunsselton which had be-
MTha latn (Lo
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ersinent, with Mr. Johnson as Minister for
Lands and Agriculture, had taken over that
butter factory and started it on bebalf of the
(Government. That butter factory has made
great strides during the last {wo years. A
new factory has been erected and a pasteuriser
has bheen ordered and will be installed there
presently. Let me give hon. members some
returns from this factory as  an indieation
of the activities going on there. For the
week ending 8th September of last year 2,238
Ibs. of butter were made at the Busselton faec-
tory; for the corresponding week of this year
the output was 3,4801bs. For the week ended
15th September of last year the outpui was
3,0841bs., and for the corresponding period of
this year 3,946lbs. For the week ended 22nd
September of last year the factory turned out
3,7341bs. of butter, while for the correspending
period of this year the output was 3,9901bs.
For the week ended 20th September of last year
the output was 3,574lbs, and for the corres-
ponding period of this year it was 4,8611be,
For the week ended 6th October of lzst year
the output was 3,728lbs., while for the corres-
ponding period of this year it amounted to
4,6711bs. This quantity of butter was made
in one week, whereas & few years ago there was
little or no butter made in the State. This is
entirely satisfoctory. But I wish to emphasise
the fact that we have, in addition to this
butter factory at Busselton, a butter factory
at Bunbury, run by a company. The Govern-
ment have fathered this company to a large
entent, and helped in the establishment of the
butter factory, which is now on a very scund
basis. This factory at Bunbury turned out,
for the week ended 5th October last, 10,5501bs.
of butter, and I was informed only yesterday
that it was expected the output for this
month would be something like five tons. Tt
shows that there is a considerable activity in
dairying and that it only requires to be kept
going throughout the southern distriets. It
should be noted, too, that it is not only in those
districts that butter making is going on. Even
the people out in the eastern districts are pay-
ing attention to this, and considerable quan-
tities of cream come into Perth from those dis-
tricts. It is most gratifying to know that we
have this increased interest in the butter in-
dustry. We have done good work in assisting
the manufacture of butter. Every encourage-
ment has been given to the people to engage
in thiz industry.

Hon. W. C. Anpwin: *‘‘The Primary Pro-
ducer’’ does not give you much credit for it.
They say that they have done it.

The PREMIER: Of course. After all, it
is the primary producer, not the newspaper,
but the man behind the plough, who does the
work, I am pleased to be able to inform the
Committee that we now have definitely got
the industry established, and that it is the
intention of the Government to endeavour in
every wav to continue to assist it. Pig rais-
ing in Western Australia has increased to an
enormous extent. T do not think we need be
afraid of produeing too many pigs, for what
we cannot use ourselves we shall be able to
axport; perhaps not mow, hecause we have not
the ships. However, the fact that we cannot
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reason why we should not keep on producing
it we can export the surplus. 1t is no good
trying to grow produce above what the local
market requires if we cannot export it, but
where we are producing something that can
be exported there should be no limit to pro-
duction. I think every encouragemeni should
be given in this direction. The Wyndham
ireezing works have given considerable anxiety
to the Government, and it will be of consider-
able interest to members of the House to know
that the works are nearly completed. When
wembers know that already the labels for the
cang are being printed, it shows that some
aetivity is being pursued at the works, They
are 8 long way from us and the Government
congidered that there should be someone to
advise them on the work, to control them, and
give Western Australia the best advice on
matters of cold storage, freezing, etec. With
that objeet in view Mr. McGhie, a gentleman
highly recommended to the Government, has
been engaged and went to Wiyndham a month
or six weeks ago. He has heen there a con-
siderable time ,inspecfing and going over the
works. He will be in Perth next week. This is
another branch, T may say, of the activities
of the Agricultural Department. The Govern-
ment are desirous of establishing freesing
works at Fremantle at the earliest possible
moment. At the same time we must not enter
on & work such as this unless we are quite sure
of our ground and of the way we are moving.
Therefore, I have asked representatives of
those interested in the production of the
stock neeessary to freeze for export, and repre-
sentatives of the Government, and Mr. MeGhie,
to meet as soon as he arrives in Perth,
to go into the question with the object of
finalising the whole matter at the earliest pos-
sible moment, so that we can begin the works
at Fremantle, in order to deal with the surplus
stock which we hope to have soon in Western
Australia. I do not think things are too bad at the
present moment as far as our surplus stock is
concerned when we can get for prime shorn
wethers the priec we are getting in the mar-
ket now, T was only talking to a gentleman
to-day and T said, ‘"Such as [ have heen in
the habit of sending to market myself?’’ and
he said ‘*Yes, 168. a head for prime shorn
wethers.”’ And when we can get that, it is
very good, for T remember the time when we
got 8s., and considering the price we are now
petting for the wool off the shears we are not
on 80 bad a wicket. We do not want to dis-
courage people in the production of stock. Wa
want to encourage them to keep on, and there-
fore we propose to establish freezing works
at Fremantle at the earliest possible moment.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Have you decided on the
methods?

The PREMTER: T have asked the member
to arrange for representatives to meet the
Government and T hope the hon. member will
be one of them, and then we can decide, in
consultation with Mr. MeGhie, exactly the
methods to be adopted. We have not decided
definitely what methods shall be adopted. We
shall consult together on the matter. It is not
the desire of the Government to delay longer
than possible. At the same time these works
cannot be erected in a moment. Tt must take a
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considerable time before they are established,
and the desire of the Government ig to have
the matter thoroughly thrashed out and ob-
tain the best adviee on the subject. I think
all the matters connected with the Agricul-
tural Department <an be dealt with on the
items if membera require definite information.
As members know, we have several State
farms, such as the Narrogin State Farm, the
Brunswick farm, the Chapman farm, and the
Merredin farm. The Chapman and Merredin
farms, and also, I may say, the Narrogin
farm, are engaged very largely in growing
seed wheat of a type which will be of benefit
te the farmers, I believe that is a good and
wise thing to do. We all know, I have found
it myself in my own personal experience, the
cereals that we obtain from the Government
State farms—although I have been bronght up
rather to suspect Government departmental
work in the past—are of good quality and
true to type. Others have told me that
what they have obtained from the State farms
have turned out of a good type. The seed
is exaetly what they have been led to believe
it would be. AW that is of benefit to the
farmera, Tt is of advantage for the farmer to
be able to obtain the seed where it is pro-
perly bred. The Narrogin Sehool Farm is
doing excellent work. There is a number of
boys being trained there. They have come
from different parts of Western Awustralia
and they are taught all the practical work
in connection with farming, and it would be
well if members, if they have not done so
alrendy, would visit the Narrogin State School
farm, and T am quite sure they would be satis-
fied with the results they would see there.
The boys and young men go there at 14 and
they leave at the age of from 16 to 18, Some
boys have gone from there to Roseworthy after-
wards. There is a scholarship now attached
to the school so that those boys who have par-
ticular aptitude, and show good talent, can
obtain assistance in this way fo get further
and higher education in other directions. T
do not know that I need deal at any length
now with the work of this department. Mem-
hers know os well as T do what ia the work
of the Agricultural Department, With these
few words T desire to introdnee the Estimates
for the consideration of members.

Hon. J. MITCHFELL (Northam) [540]: T
have very few words to say, but I wish to take
thia opportunity of impresging on the Premier
the desirablity of keeping Mr, Sutton’s ser-
vices for the State and T wish to impress on
the Premier the necgessity for Mr. Sutton be-
ing continnonsly employed, and taken off other
work,

The Premier:
of the wark now.

Hon. 7. MITCHELL: He should be out on
the farms.

The Premier: Most of his time now is
spent on the farms,

Hon. J, MITCHELL: We want advice
from Mr. Sutton. Mr. Sutton should be of
great help. There is good rust-resisting wheat
that can be used by the farmers, To-day we
are using wheats which are not rust-resisting
—Tederation and others—and to-day rust ia
cauging great loss. Mr. Sutton ought to be

He has been taken off most
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among the farmers. He was brought here for
that purpoese and he is a gocd wheat man.

The Premier: e is always out mow. It is
all altered.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: He is a member of
the Wheat Board still, T understand, I think,
if the Premicr will look up the report of the
Agricultural Commission, he will see that Mr,
Sutton has not been of much use to them be-
cauge he was not available. The farmers of
the State have confidence in Mr, Sutton, if he
cau only be used, lor the last five years he
has been engaged on all sorta of work.

Member: What about Professor Lowrie!

Houn. J. MITCIHELL: It is true in Pro-
fessor Lowrie’s time he had something te do
with the construction of railways, but that
work took Professor Lowrie into the country
and he was able to collect information which
allowed him to give advice.

The Minister for Works: He told me he
left because he had heen turned into a land
agent, '

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Everybody knows that
Professor Lowrie left the State because he
was offered a better job in South Australia at
a Jarger salary. T am glad of the assurance
of the Premier that Mr. Sutiton will be kept
at his work. Tf he is incapable, of course he
should go. The farmers are perfectly satisfied
with Mr. Sutton. He ought to be worth a
quarter of a million to the farmers of the
State, Ie is a capable administrator. The
growing of wheat is a great industry and Mr.
Sutton is of use. I do not know where Mr.
Sutton is, but a great many farmers through-
out, the State have mentioned to me that Mr.
Sutton iz not seen by them. There is no need
to digenss the Estimates at great length, but
I would like to mention that the chief of the
Fruit Department has an inerease in salary.
I also see that Mr. Wickens has received an
inerease from £240 to £360, but now I think
he is underpaid. The fruit industry is im-
portant and Mr. Wickens is capable of doing
good work, The entomologist has received a
small increase. This is not the time, T admit,
when general increases should be made, but we
know that we have officials who have been
underpaid for a long time and we should do
justice to them. Their services are worth
more than they are being paid and they have
been underpaid for years. I am very pleased
to hear that butter making is on the increase.
I kmow, of course, that the Buaselton factory
ia in echarge of o eapable man, and I am aware
that the people amre taking uvp the question
seriously. T had some association with these
factories some years ago and I became im-
mortalised by being given the gobriquet of——

Mr. Thomeon: Moocow Mitehell

Hon, J, MITCHELL: I waa in danger of
logsing the prefix when the member for North-
East Fremantle claimed the right to it, but T
disputed his right. I weuld draw attention to
the fact that one of the biggest eream stations
in Western Aunstralia is to be founid at Dow-
erin. It is gratifying to know that farmers
in the eastern wheat districts are giving some
attention to the question of dairying. I con-
gider that all our farmers should go in for
cowa aheen and pics as well as wheat ecrow-
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be considerably tmproved. 1t ought to be the
work of the Agricultural Deparfment to en-
tourage in every possible way the keeping of
stock by our farmers, I have no wish to
criticise the Estimates further, execept to say
that I hepe the Government have selected the
right man in Mr. MeUhie, and if we can get
the freezing worka going at Fremantle, it will
be better for the State, The Premicr was
very locky to get 16s. for his wethers. 1 know
it 13 practically impossible to sell sheep at all
just now. The supply is far in excess of the
demand, and while that exiats, the butchers
will take advantage of the situation, and un-
less we get the works going, 1 do not know
what will happen to the growers. I warn the
Premicr that if as the result of the approach-
ing conference we are not to pet the freezing
worke, there will be some trouble in the voun-
try. We onght to be in the position to take
full advantage of the opportunity of render-
ing every possible assistance to the Empire,
but it is guite impossible to go on Lreeding
sheep if we canuot find a market for them.
T hope that within the next fortnight the Pre-
mier will be in a position to announce the
definite policy of the Govermment in connection
with these works, T know there are people in
the Btate who faveur private enterprise, but
if these works were constructed by private en-
terprise, we should be in the hands of one
huyer who would consider his own profit and
we would be in a worse position than we are
to-day. The works ought to be erected by
the Btate and managed by a trust. I hope
that will be the policy of the Government.
Private ownership would be objected to, and
rightly so, by the people generaily,

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.52]: I do
not intend to take up the time of the House,
but there are one or two matters that I wish
to refer to in connection with this vote. It
is gratifying to know that the production of
butter is inereaging. The member for South
Fromantle wanted to know if there waa a local
market. When we realise that during the 12
months ended June last we imported buiter
of the value of £409,358, the House will agree
that there is a home market for butter,

Mr. Rocke: I had in my mind the matter of
quality. Some time ago the butter was not
acceptable,

Mr. THOMSON: By establishing butter fac-
tories we shall be able to produce the sama
class of butter ag that which we get from the
Eastern States. I wounld draw attention to
the fact that without Government assistance a
small butter factory has been established at
Grnowangerup, and I believe it will turn out a
success. I trust that the Government, strenu-
ous as the times are financially, will take into
serions consideration the advisability of
appointing a butter expert. In the establish-
ment of this industry in Western Anustralia,
we want to avoid making mistakes. Tha same
thing applies to bacon, I can speak somewhat
feelingly in regard to bacon factories. T find
that we have plenty of men who are prepared
to accept the position of manager of a bacon
factory, and they assure the direstors that they
know everything about the manufacture of
baconn. until 4 commencement iz made 0 mall



790

what it should be. Seeing that we are import-
ing such an enormous quantity of bacon, I
trust the CGovernment will give earnest con-
gideration to the advisability of appointing an
expert for this industry as well. The appoint-
ment of such an officer would mean the saving
of thousands of pounds to the farmers of the
State.

Hon. P. Collier: We were assured when the
Estimates were going through last session that
Mr. Sutton was the expert.

Mr, THOMSON: Mr, Sutton does not claim
1o be a butter or bacon expert.

Hon. P. Coltier: I am only saying that the
Minister in charge of the Estimates said he
wag,

Mr. THOMSON: I am pointing out the
urgent necessity for appointing butter and
bacon experts, and the expenditure involved
will be theroughly justified. So far as Mr.
Sutton is concerned, we are getting better value
from that officer to-day than we have ever
received, because he is going about the country
doing his work thoroughly and well, I say
unhesitatingly that Mr. Sutton, as a wheat
expert, is second to none in Australia,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Eeep him in the wheat
field and ke is all right.

Mr, THOMSON: I am not aware of the con-
ditions under which Mr, Gallabawk was going
about the country classifying wool, but I re-
gret that he has resigned and left the State.
T would urge the Government to comsider the
advisability of establishing what might be
called a demonstration ecar, which could be
sent around the various districts and from
which lectures and demonstrations could be
given for the benefit of farmers. True, con-
siderable knowledge was disseminated earlier
in the year awmongst the farmers at Narrogin,
but I believe in earrying instruction as nearly
ag possible to the door of the farmer.

Hon, W. ', Angwin: To deal with wool?

Mr, THOMSON: And other matters as well,
Mr. Sutton is prepared to go around and he
does not mind putting up with a certain amount
of inconvenience oveasionally. We should havd a
demonstration car guch as is in use in America.
These ¢ars travel around the country and from
them lectures are given, and they are attended
in large numbers by the farmers, This method
of giving iustruction is of considerable henefit
and is much more economical than any other,
I personally want to express my gratitude to
Mr, Baxter, the Honorary Miniaster, for having
promptly dealt with a request T placed before
him that he should experiment in the growing
of flax. Wa have heard a great deal about
wheat growing, and I believe that the majority
of our farmers—I am gpeaking more particu-
larly of the districts T represent—have come to
the conclusion that to depend entirely upon
wheat is like depending on a fairly rotten reed.
There are places of coanrse where wheat can
be grown at a profit, but I would draw atten-
tion to the value of flax prowing. We have
growing in our district—thanks to the good
offices of Mr. Baxter, who procured 30 bushels
of black geed, which, after all, is only linseed
—sgome 30 ncres of flax. T would inform hen.
members of the value of flax growing as com-
nared with wheat erowing., True. we gre deal-
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tions and prices, but those conditions and
prices also apply to wheat.

Mr. Harrison: Have you the prices of flax
in normal times?

Mr. THOMSON: I cannot give the hon,
member that information. I know that in the
growing of flax we have the fibre and we have
the linseed, and I know also that dealing with
the tinseed it gives a return of something like
six bushels to the mcre, which is worth even in
normal times 12s. to 12s. 6d. & bushei. Then
there is the value of the fibre and there
is also an enormous demand for lin-
seed, because we have in Australia—
and I see no remson why we should not
have one also in Western Australin—manufac-
tories of linseed oil. Then we have the by-
product, which is turned into oil cake.
T want to draw attention to the value of that.
T wish also to place on record my appreeia-
tion of Mr, Baxter’s ready acquiescence in
granting the. request I made to him. T hon-
estly believe that this industry is one to which
the people of Western Australia might well
torn their attention. T have here a letter from
Mr. Ward, who is secretary to the Common-
wealth Flax Industry Committee. Under date
14th Oectober, 1918, Mr. Ward writes—

Tn reply to your letter of the 17th Sep-
tember I have to advise you as fellows:—
The flax committee Zfully recognises the
claim of your flax growers to treatment
similar to that accorded to the growers in
other States. No financial assistance, how-
ever, i3 being granted by the Commonwealth
Government. Consequent on the acute short-
age of flax fibre in Britain, the Imperiat
Government agreed to purchase all the fibre
from the 1918 flax crop at £170 per ton
ci.f. London, and to encourage flax culti-
vation—the Commonweaith Government, un-
der War Precautions Regulations (copies of
which are enelosed)}, gvaranteed £5 per ton
for crop of certain standard, Vietorian ex-
nerience indicates two tons to the acre as
heing a fair crop, including seed at six
hushels, or 3 ewt, te the ton, Your crop
from 30 acres might therefore yield from
four to five tons of fibre, and from eight to
nine fons of seed, besides fine and rough
tow. The committee is, of course, in ignor-
ance as to the progress your crop has made
and will make in the next ten weeks, and
would be glad if you would inform it as to
the length and general appearance, and any
other indications of its probable develop-
ment. The committee has had very limited
and inconclusive data of the cost of treat-
ment in previous seasons, and the matter of
payment to the millers has not yet been
finally decided.

T am pleased to say that the Agricultuzal De-
partment has already got a mill which can
treat this product. (ur greatest difficulty in
Western Australia ig the fact that we have
not an expert. A Mr. Woolf, who unfortv-
nately is of German extraction, first drew my
attention to this industry. He and hia brother
are now running the only flax mill in Drouin,
Vietoria. My objeet in bringing forward this
matter is to give publicity to it, so that if
we have in this State & man who has had ex-
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take the opportunity of getting into toueh
with the Government, I helieve there is a great
future for this industry in this State. The
letter continues—

I understand there is a mill iu your State,

and the committee would be glad to learn

if there is any person you know of in West-
ern Ausiralia with sofficient knowledge and
experience to carry out the work of treat-
ment. The Commonwealth Government does
not desire to make any profit out of this
transaction, and it is intended that any gur-
plus after payment of the £5, the cost
of treatment and the expenses incurred
(freight, insuranee, ete.) shall be returned
to the growers, It is more than probable
that the Imperial Goverminent will extend
the purchase to next year’s crop, and if so
the grower will again be guaranteed. Apart
from the value of the fibre (about £135 per
ton f.o.b.) conservative values of the other
produets are: seed £20 per ton, fine tow
£40 per ton, and rough tow £8 per ton.
An hon, member wanted to know what kind
of ground it would grow in. T am given to
understand that it will grow in 2any decent
soil, I think there is a splendid opportunity
for this industry in our southern distriets and
in the South-West, They are growing flax in
the Eatanning district where they have had
oata previously growing. Agrieultural experts
are all of the opinion that it will grow well
in swampy ground and in several other
clagses of goil, Tt does not require execessive
moisture. While we have made but a very
emall start in planting 30 acres of the flax
seed, it is an industry which we should foster;
hecause clearly, wheat growing alone is not go-
ing to pay, and even when we get back to peace
counditions and prices, wo shall have a splendid
market for the flax and its products. There is
no reason why we ghould not embark on the
industry., We are importing all the by-pro-
duets, and in respeet of twine alone we are
sending thousands of pounds out of the State.
There is no reason why we should not grow
the flax and manufacture the twine here!

Mr. Mullany: The Chamber of Commerce
will objeet.

Mr. THOMSON: 1T do not care about the
Chamber of Commerce. The policy of the pre-
sent Government is to establish industries,
and for many years past I have urged the es-
tablishment of what T might eall natural in-
dustries,

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
tionist?

Mr, THOMSON: | am not discussing pro-
tection or free trade. We in this Parliament
have no say in regard to that question. It
is the duty of the people of the State to do
all they can to encourage loeal production, and
T hope we ghall be able to find in Western
Australia someone who has had experience of
the flax industry.

Hon. F, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): We have been growing linseed in the
South-West for many years past.

My THOMSON: T am pleased to know it,
but it has not been grown in sufficient quan-
tity to warrant the instalment of machinery.
T mav gav that Mr Suatton is pavine np his

Are you a protec-
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I have no more to add at present. I felt it
to be my duty to make public a knowledge of
what has been done and the posgsibility of es-
tablishing a new industry. I was pleased to
hear that the Premier 1s satisfiedl with the
work of the Agricultural Department in deal-
ing with rabbits. It has been and still is a
very troublesome question. 1 agree that the
only effective way of coping with the pest is
by wire netting, and I trust the Government
will take the earliest opportunity of getting as
much netting as possible and that they will
distribute it to the settler at cost priee; be-
cause, after all, this keeping down of the rab-
bits is a national necessity, Speaking for
myself, T must say T have always received
every courtesy from the Agrieultural Depart-
ment and that they have always complied with
any reasonable request T have made.

Mr. H, ROBINSOXN (Albany) [€6.10]: 1
wag pleased to hear the Premier’s remarks
on the production of butter, But I did net
hear from him anything in regard to the
Denmark factory. 1 am sure the Premier
hus not forgotten the Denmark factory.
This, as well as the Busselton factory, was
initiated by Mr. Johnson when Minister for
Lands, and following Governments have in-
ereased it. T am sorry te say the procedure
suggested by the Premier haz not been fol-
lowed at Denmark. The Denmark factory’s
output has increased and it has paid its way,
and T am hopeful that the present Govern-
ment will see their way to inereasing the
bhutter and bacon faetery at Denmark, Only
a sum of £1,500 is required to bring those
factories up to date, and I am assured that
they can pay interest and sinking fund oan
the eapital. T hepe the Premier will favour-
ably consider this. Also I should lke to
know |f the department would consider the
advisability of advancing ecows on liberal
terms to the settlers. Previous Governments
have done this with good results. In the
Denmark distriet partieularly, it would he of
immense advantage to the settlers, who have
gone through tremendous hardships, if the
Government would help them in this respect,
The member for North-East Fremantle re-
ferred to the butter factory at Albany.
Ther have the machinery there, but they
have not anvone whe can handle the cream.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The churn has gone
to Denmark.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: Creain has heen
offered there on many occasions, but the
officer in charge is a fruit man and knows
nothing about cream. T feel sure that if
the Government would but place in charge of
the works at Albany a man who, in addition
to his knowledge of fruit, knew something
abont butter, we should have very satisfae-
torv tesults. A tremendouns lot of butter is
made in the district, but as it cannot be
made at the factory it has to be made pri-
vately. On the subject of the fruit industry,
I might remind hon, members that shortly we
are to have a visit from the French Mia.
sion. T have been pleading with the Minia-
ter for Tndustries to see that our visitors are
taken to the fruit district of Mt Barker.
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conducting those visitors
chards at Mt. Barker,

around the or-

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. H ROBINSON: Even now, although
1 understand the itinerary has heen made
out, completed and accepted, I hope the
Government will see their way clear to allow
time for the IPrench Commission to visit Mt.
Barker, There they will sce some of the
finest and most up-to-date orchards in Aus-
tralia, equipped better than are most other
orchards in Australia, and they will also see
one of the finest and most up-to-date storage
plants in Atustralia. I feel sure benefit would
acerue to the whole State by such a visit.

Mr, MONEY (Bunbury) [7.32]: T admire
the intense loyaMy of the Minister for Agri-
culture for his department.  This sentiment
must not bo allowed to blind him, or us, with
regard to what the department has done, and
what it has left undonme. It is rightly
claimed that we have considerably inereased
our butter supply in Western Australia, but
it geems to be inferentially claimed that this
is the work of the department. If wae com-
pare the conditions of the Department of
Agriculture to-day with what it was two
years ago, T fail to see how there ean be
attributed to it in any way the advancement
of the South-West. Whom have we to-day as
the respongible Minister for Agriculiure, as
the portfolio affects the South-West? Is he
-better qualified than Ministers in the past
who were acting on behalf of the South-
West !

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Yes.

Mr, MONEY: That interjection is conelu-
sive argument that it is not so. The hon.
member is not in a pogition to judge any
more than the present Minister for Agricul-
ture is in a position to jndge so far as the
South-West is eoncerned. He has had no ex-
perience of that part of the country.

Hen. BR. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Get away.

Mr. MONEY: I admit the hon. member
who has just interjected knows something
about the North-West, but I do not admit
that he is an anthority on the South-West,
any more than the Minister for Agriculture
is. T hope the Minigter eontrolling this im-
portant department may, in the future, be
one who has had practieal experience in that
part of the State. T.et ua take things step
by step. With regard to the Commissioner
for the South-Woest

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
fer): There is no Commissioner,

My, MONEY: Ts he betier gqualified, and
has he more knowledge of the South-West,
than the Commissioner we had two years
ago? I grant that the Commissioner for Ag-
ricnlture, Mr, Sutton, is undonbtedly an au-
thority on affairs appertaining to the wheat
belt, but T do not admit that he has the
necesanry knowledge to develop the dairying
industrvy the bacon industrv. and the natato
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thege appointments filled by persons who are
unqualified to £l them, how can it be
claimed that the Department of Agriculture
is in any way responsible for the advance-
ment of the South-West?

Hou. W. (. Angwin: The Minister omly
sets up the policy. His offictals do the work.

Mr. MONEY: T was speaking of the Com-
migsioner for the South-West.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Who is he? We bhave none.

Mr. MONEY: T have always been under
the impression that Mr. Sutton was acting
Commissioner for the South-West.

Hon. R. H, Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter):  You are wrong.

Mr. MONEY: Apparently then {here is no
Aeting Commissioner even for the South-
West at the present time. Neither have we
a Commissioner for our fruit industry. When
these appointments were actively filled, the
department might have claimed that it had
something to do with the advancement of the
Sonth-West, but, seeing that these posts are
vacant, T do not see what credit can be at-
tributed to the (department. We have no
pathologist to-day, either. The services of
Dr, Stoward have been dispensed with, and
no one has taken hias place. We had a very
good expert in potato growing in Mr. Bratby,
but unfortnnately he died and the appoint-
ment is vaecant.

The Premier: Youn do not hold the Gov-
ernment responsible for that?

Mr. MONEY:  Where is our dairy ex-
pert?

Hon. R. H. Upderwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): He has gone too.

Mr. MONEY: We have no dairy expert.
Tt is claimed that the Brunswick State Farm
is of assistance to the South-West,

Mr., 8mith: Who claims that?

Mr, MONEY: What advancement has been
made by the Brunawick State Farm during
the last fonr years?

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): It is all cleared.

Mr. MONEY: Tt is not as far on as it
was four years ago. The dairy cattle are less
in number, and have been neglected or sold.
They have been negleeted because the Min-
ister in charge is mot in sympathy with the
South-West. This State farm was to have
been used for the breeding of pedigreed dairy
eattle to be distributed amongst the settlers
for the benefit of the South-West,

Mr. Harrison: They have been distributed.

Mr. MONEY: The farm ig eapable of
carrying three times the present number of
cattle on it, and is not being properly used
for the benefit of the dairving industry. I am
satisfied that mno improvement will oceur
there until the farm is placed under differ-
ent supervigion. Our best plan is to——

Mr. Smith: Close it down.

Mr. MONEY: Have it placed under the
supervision of an advisory board composed
of men of experience of the SBouth-West, who
know the requircments of that part of the
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ried out for its benefit. Buch a system has
been adopted elsewhere with very good re-

sults. The position of ihe Brunswick Htute
Farm s very unsatisfactory, and very
marked improvement is needed there. I

notice on the Estimates that in eortaie eases
it is proposed to increase salaries up to 50
per cent. Probably the Minister concerned
will be able to show us in what way the
officers have further qualified themasclves to
be entitled to this extra remuneration, The
few things for the South-West that one
might have expected the Department of Ap-
riculture to bave carried out bave appareatly
been left entirely alome, I refer tothe thread-
bare necessity for agricultural lime. On the
Egtimates there is provided an expenditure
for the South-West of no less than £56,000.
During the last 15 or 16 years we have
been told by the department, and by
the Commissioners, that we shall npever
make a complete success of the Sonth-
Weat until agrieultural lime is made
available. Quite recently the Royal Commis-
sion on Agriculture told us the same thing.
The Commission go so far as to say that it is
not to the eredit of any Government that this
important question of cheap agricultural lime
for the South-West should have been neglected.
It is discreditable to our Agrienltural Depart-
ment that it should have allowed this wint to
be felt for so long & time. Again, what is the
most important thing for the development of
the South-West? Those of us who are in any
way concerned in the development of the
South-West know what is wanted. We know
that the drainage of the South-West is the most
important thing, Yet, although we have in
the departmental Estimates £50,000 set down
for the South-West, I want to know in what
dircetion the money will be spert? Is it to
be spent in drainage?

The Colonial Treasurer: You would not see
that on the Estimates,

Mr. MONEY: I am speaking of the esti-
mated expenditure for the South-West, and al-
though we see the sum of £66,000 for the
South-West I cannot see that that money is to
be utilised in the development of and true
assistance to the South-West., We have in the
South-West land capable of producing every
particle of butter required in Western Aus-
tralia, capable of producing butter in excess
of loeal needs, and it is not the land that the
Attorncy General desires to retain for the For-
est Department, it is land that will require not
mueh c¢learing; I refer particularly to the
swamp lands of the South-West.

Hon. R. 1. Underwood (Honorary Minia-
ter): Why not go and clear it?

Mr. MONEY: If the hon. member would
£o there he would not make that interjection.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): I was through it before you ever were
there.

Mr. MONEY: Then I cannot understand
the interjection of the hon. member.

Hon. P. Collier: That is only a variation of
the remark to go and get work.

Mr. MONEY: T am referring to that area
of land between the coast and the South-West
railway. We have acres and acres of swamp
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land as good as any in the whole of Ausiralia.
All that is wanted is for it to be thoroughly
drained, and we should be able to produce
there sufficient butter not only for the State
of Western Anstralia, but for exporf as well.
I do not understand the Department of Agri-
culture being content aund satisfied when that
is known to the department, and mnot to urge
it year in and year out. Thercfore I am try-
ing to see in what direction the present de-
partment has the right to claim advanecement
for the South-West. I cannct see where that
claim can come in. We have been told to feed
our pigs. Pigs have been bred and fed in the
South-West, but the bacon factories that have
been alluded to before this evening have had
no real help. It is a deplorable fact that piga
have been scld as cheap as 2%d. and 3d. &
pound in the metropolitan market, after the
farmers have gone to the trouble of produe-
ing them. That should not be allowed to
occur, It is a diseouragement to the producer.
It is no good produeing unless there is the
assurancs of a profitable market, and it is the
provinee of the Government and the Agrieul-
tural Department to see that there is that
market. In referring to the question of a
profitable market, let me add that confirma-
tion to what I have also heard of the immedi-
ate necessity of freezing works at Fremantle,
In apite of the Premier’a reference to the
price of sheep sold in the metropolitan mar-
ket, all I ean say is that his experience is not
mine. I have sold good fat shnrn sheep in
the metropolitan market during the last fort-
night, and they have returned me 10s, a head.
That to me is not satisfaetory, it is not the
price that shonld be paid. By allowing the
value of the sheep in Western Australia to
depreciate 50 per c¢ent, we depreciate the
national asset by no less a sum than one
million pounds. We must in looking at our
national position look to all these factors in
the development of our State. I would like to
remind the Committee that the increase in the
production of butter in the South-West is not
the result of departmental effort, it is the re-
sult of the efforts of the producers and those
who milk the cows.

The Colonial Treasurer:
butter factory congiderably.

Mr. MONEY: Our butter factory has helped
Western Australia to the extent of £50,000
in saving the assets of Western Australia. Tt
is a national eoncern. If we produce £50,000
worth of butter where none was produced be-
fore, we have saved £50,000 to Western Aug-
tralia. And is that not to the benefit of the
people? Am I right or am I wrong? The Bun-
bury factory has done this: it has paid inter-
est on all the money lent to it, and done golid
work for the State,

The Colonial Treasurer: You eaid you did
not get any assigtance,

Mr. MONEY: I say those who produce the
butter and the ecows, are of more uge than the
Department of Agriculture,

The Colonial Treasurer: You do not expect
the department to go and handle the cows?

Mr. MONEY: T wani to show that the de-
partment can help us more in the future than
they have done in the past. T would like to be
answered. Is it a faect that the Sonth-West

We helped your
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requires cheaper agricultural lime?  Whose
duty is it to see that that is fulfilled? Is it
that of the department? Again, I ask the
question. For years in this House it has been
urged that it is necessary to have the South-
West thoroughly drained. What steps have
the department taken in this respecty I am
urging these things and I hope my urging may
not be in vain—in the past we cannot perhaps
have helped it, but in the future we have a
right to see that something is done in these
two mattera of lime and drainage. They are
important factors, and they will increase the
preducts not five-fold but ten-fold. Tt is the
duty of all to do their best to see that our
requirements are fulfilled. I am not saying
this in any antagonistic spirit, but it is not
the first time it has been claimed that lime
and drainage are required. We have been told
this for years. When the Estimates were be-
fore us last year Mr. Johnson’s name was men-
tioned and it was said that something was
‘going to be donme. The time has more than
arrived when we are going to do something.
That is not sufficient. The time has arrived
when the actual work shonld be done. No
one in the Ifouse more than the Premier
acknowledges the fact that lime has been pro-
claimed for years as a requiremient, and the
Royal Commission saya that the South-West
has been neglected. I may say in matters per-
taining to the South-West the system we have
in vogue is not the right system and we have
the knowledge that the system has not been
ag satisfactory as it might have been. I feel
that & conference between the Minister in con-
trol of the department and his officers with
practical men of the South-West who do know
the requirements of the South-West might lead
to something more practical, and better results
than have been achieved up to the present time.
I feel I would be failing in my duty to the
House and to Western Australia, knowing the
facta a8 I do, if I were to sit etill and let the
Estimates simply go through. What T have
said T hope will be not only for the benefit of
the SBouth-West hut for tho whole of Western
Australia, and T hope it will not have been in
vain.

Mr. PTESSE (Toodyay) [7.55]: T must cer-
tainly express gratitude to the Government for
their work in dealing with the rabbits. Whilst
my friend the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Money) has been most concerned about the
drainage of the swamps and the provision of
lime, we also are much concerned about the in-
roads of the rabbits. Undoubtedly the rabbit
has made itself felt to an alarming degree,
and thanks to the Government we can breathe
with a little more freedom.

Hon, T. Walker: What has been donef

Mr. PTESSE: The Government have done
this: they have taken up the question of deal-
ing with the rabbits in & proper way. They
have provided free poison to a considerablo
sum, and a large sum of money has heen ex-
pended in free poison carts, and it only needs
a trip through the distriets where they have
had the most trouble with the pest to con-
vinece the hon. member who interjested that
good work hag been done. A run down from
Trayning, the place in which the hon, member
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done. He will find a place called Kodj Kodjin,
where they have ‘‘kodjed’’ the rabbit out of
it with the poison cart.

Hon. T, Walker: Whose poison cart?

Mr, PLESSE: The settlers’ poison cart.

Hon. T. Walker: The settlers are doing it
and not the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. PIESSE: The settler is realising that
he mugt do something, and he is doing his.
share. He is also realising to-day, and I give
him eredit for it, and, notwithstanding that
the member for Kanowna may interject till
Doomsday, I give eredit to the Government—

Hon, T. Walker: I know you will for any-
thing. .

Mr. PIESSE: For dealing in the sight way
with the rabbit pest. We have had a state-
ment from the Premier this evening that qu.e
a numnber of carts have been at work even in
the hon. member’s locality at Walambi, north
of the hon. member’s farm. There the Govern-
ment carts have been at work for months, and
destroyed the rabbits there, which undoubtedly
if they had not been dealt with would have
damaged the hen. member’s property and
others, The hon. member, like & good many
nlore, is lacking in ordinary credit. He has
had free poison, I venture to assert.

Hon, T. Walker: I venture to assert you
know nothing about it, because it is not true.

Mr. PIESSE: If the hon. member has not
had Government poison, he is an exception,

Hon, T. Walker: T know you have taken
all the Government poisou.

Mr. PIESSE: [ return the compliment to
the hon. member, because I believe lLe has
been poisoned all hig life so far as Govern-
ments are concerned. However, r_lotv_ﬂth~
standing all the hon, member’s interjections,
the department have done good work, al-
though somewhat late in the day. The work
of the poison carts is undoubtedly of enor-
mous value, not only to the district, but to
the State. The Government are at this
moment dealing with rabbita upon reserves
and Crown lands, What more need we askf
Tt took some time to convinee the _Gove_n'n-
ment of their responsibility in this direction,
but they have been convinced. I do mot
wish to stir np the feelings of our friends
opposite; but did the Labour Government
ever think of poisoning rabbits on Crown

ods? ]
]aIgon. W. C. Angwin: There were no r'ahblts
on Crown lands jn our time, as the evidence
of Mr. Baxter, the Honorary Minister,
shows.

Mr. PIESSE: They were there then, and
that was the time to deal with them.

Hon. T. Walker: You were supporting the
Tabour Government then.

Mr. PIESSE: Tt is easy to be wise after
the event.

Hon. T. Walker: That scems to be vour
hobby.

Mr. PIESSE: The member for Kanowna,
in common with other people, haa a lot to t:e
grateful for in respect of the Govgrnmeut 8
work in rabbit destruction. There is not the
oceasion for the alarm that there was a htt_le
time since, Lately passing through the dis-
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cart, properly used, will ultimately free that
belt of country between the two fences of
the rabbit pest. Not so the ecouniry lying
west of the No. 2 fence. Here we have the
same trouble as previously elsewhere; his-
tory repeats itself in a sense, The farm-
ers in the country west of the No. 2 fence
are neglecting to destroy rabbits, or to re-
port rabbits when seen, just as did the farm-
ers between the two fences, As the member
for Kanowna knows, only four years ago the
farmer looked upon the rabbit not as a pest
but #s a harmless ereature, and one he need
" not worry about.

Mr, Lutey: How many prosecutions have
there beent?

Mr. PIESSE: Very few.

Mr. Lutey: Yet you are eongratulating the
Government upon doing good work.

Mr, PIESSE: Surely the hon. member does
not expect Ministers to run round prosccut-
ing every man who has a rabbit on his land.
Moreover, when a prosecution was instituted,
there was a general howl of condemnation
against the Government for taking proceed-
ings against this poor man or that poor man,
The matter of the rabbits will have to be
taken very scriously indced by the settlers
between the No. 2 fence and the eoast; other-
wise we shall have the rabbits not in thous-
ands but in millions. It is the inside ecoum-
try that will now have to receive the atten-
tion of the Government, and T sincerely hope
another place will speedily put through the
Bill dealing with the rabbit pest. The Gov-
ernment are proceeding on the right lines,
and T feel sure that within 2 very short
period Ministers will reeceive congratulations
from the member for Kanowna. Any mem-
ber who now visits those districts and sees
the work being done by the poison ecarts,
must realise that it is good, solid work, and
that the pest is being got well in hand, 1
desire also to express the appreciation of the

people at Kodj Kodjin for  the
innovation of providing carts, on
long terms of payment, to a body

of settlers. There we saw a crop whieh had
been saved from the rabbits, though it had
been eaten down a short period since. Once
the carts were used, the erop grew again, and
now promises a fair yield. When the rabbits
got into that erop last year, that was the end
of it; but this yecar the crops on the same
hiolding have recovered completely. -Appar-
ently, the erops are quite safe this year. Now,
this is the most interesting point about the nse
of the cart in that partieular distriet. Within
half a mile there are abandoned holdings in-
fested with rabbits, Tt is plain that where the
carts are used in a thoroughly systematic way
even in distriets badly infested with rabbits,
erops have been saved eompletely. T am sure
the member for Avon (Mr. Harrison) will
bear me out that notwithstanding there are
rabbits within the district named the erops
are standing intact. Tn dealing with this vote
I desire to stress another matter—that of the
jam faetory. It comes under the control of
the Minister for Agriculture, and I do hope
that financial assistanee will be given to en-
ahle the factorvy to continue its onorationz
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hecanse there is every prospect of a big crop
of soft fruit this year; and unless the fac-
tory is in operation we shall have a glut of
that product, and a serions glut too. On De-
balf of the fruit growers I express the hopa
that the factory will continve to operate. Of
course, it should not be continued at a serious
loss to the State; but if we ean save a repeti-
tion of the glut experienced two or three years
ago, pood service will have been rendered to
the fruit growing industry. T wish to em-
phasise that there is every prosepet of a very
big crop indeed of stone fruit. Whilst on
that subject, let me express my views regard-
ing an expert in the matter of frvit. The
Government thought fit to cancel the appoint-
ment of the Fruit Tndustries Cownmissioner,

do not know that we have lost such a great
deal by that cancellation, but I realise that
there is a need for expert knowledge in the
matter of fruit eulture to-day. T have always
contended that it was beyond the capabilities
of any one man to fill the position of Fruit
Industries Commissioner for the whole State,
because fruit culture has so many hranches,
No man could pogsibly be an expert in every
branch. There is one branch which T am sure
merits the closest attention of the Minister,
and thet is that of dried fruit. There we
have an opening for the returned soldier, or
for any man of limited capital. On a visit to
Mildura I learnt that the gross output in
Mildura alone for ome semson was valued at
about £300,000. For a emall community that
is a wonderful value of production, At Mil-
dura, of course, fruit is cultivated under irri-
gation; but what is dome under irrigation in
Mildura can very largely or wholly be carriel
out in this State without irrigation., Bnt we
want an expert who thoroughly understands
the dried fruit industry to teach it to the
people, to go through the districts and show
what land is most auitable for that purpose.
I understand that Mr, Fox, the district sur-
veyor at Narrogin, has from time to time
given advice to the farmers of some of the
Great Southern distriets regarding the growth
nf currants, raisins, and sultanas. T sineerely
hope that ne adviee will be given to those
farmers other than that of an expert in that
particalar fruit culture, beeause it ia casy to
occasion comsiderable loss to growers, or in-
tonding growers, and it is easy to cause people
to lose money in an industry which they
really do not understand. Moreover, in many
cages the land may not be suitable for the
venture, The trouble was that the Government
appointed a man whe was spid to be an ex-
pert in all hranches of fruit culture. That
gentleman might be possessed of all necessary
knowledge ns regards apple culture, but as re-
gards other fruits he certainly did not possesa
expert knowledge. TLet wme again stresa the
fact that there is a splendid opening and un
limited scope for export of raisins. With a
limited capital, men have taken a gross return
of £100 per acre from vineyards planted with
sultanas and eurrants. Fven in Western Aus-
tralin we know of instances where that return
has heen reached. Tn the Eastern States a
gross return of £100 per anmuom per acre is a
common thing. Here is an opening for the
retnrmed s=nldier and it woanld he a rnnd fhing
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if the Government secured an expert in that
particular line of fruit culture even for a ahort
period at a fixed remuneration. It would be
money well spent. I cannot conclude without
referring to an observation made by the mem-
ber for Katanning (Mr. Thomson), who said,
‘‘Wheat growing is not going to pay.’’ That
is rather a serious statement to make. I con-
tend, and there is abundant evidence of the
fact, that wbeat growing has been made to
pay when properly carried on.

The Colonial Treasvrer: On good country
like yours,

Mr. PIESSE: It can be made to pay in
almost any distriet of this State. What are
the essentials? It is well known that the es-
sentials are cnergy, reasonmable capital, the de-
termination to do, and the constitution to
carry out. There are hundreds of men who
have prospered at wheat growing. TUndoubt-
edly it ia better to mix wheat farming with
other lines, though not perhaps to the extent
that the Minister bhas in his mind. Tt is
merely a matter of keeping sufficient stock to
enable a man to work his farm so that he may
be able to provide himself and his family with
the usual necessaries. He should also have
sufficient sheep to provide him with a little
meat and some wool,  Even without sheep a
man ean grow wheat successfully. What is
most necessary-—and all men realise that fact
—ia that one mmust apply himself earnestly to
the work. 1t is not the work that kills, it is
the anxiety and worry in eonnection with the
operations. The chief trouble with the ma-
jority of farmers in Western Australia is that
they take more tand than they ecan comfort-
ably work. That is in connection with wheat-
growing operations. I feel sure that the time
will come when the arca will have to be de-
creased to enable farmers to earry on success-
fully. If men intend to keep shcep, then of
course the more land they can get the better
they will do, but it ia not sheep raising alone
that will help this State ont of its financial
diffieulty, it is closely settled areas success-
fully worked by men who have a knowledge
of farming that will help to pull the country
through. T regret to hear statements made
that wheat growing does not pay. I can quote
instances where two or three men have suc-
reeded in getting as much as 5,000 or 6,000
bags. Those men do not sit down and whine
over the failore of a crop. 1 know of a num-
ber of cases in the Eastern areas where 20
hushel averapes have been obtained from 500
or 600 acres, but the day is not far distant
when the men who to-day deelare that Western
Anstralia eannot grow wheat, will realise they
are in error. They will yet find the people
who have settled on the land in Western Aus-
tralia growing wheat and profiting by the
operation. With the aid of maechinery it will
he possible to crop cheaply, and Western Aus-
traha will yet come to the fore and show that
ghe can hold her own with any wheat-growing
country.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN (North-Eest Fre-
mantle) [8.280]: We have heard a great deal
from hon. members with regard to the rabbit
pest, and the destruction that takes place as
soon as the crop makes its appearance above
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the ground, but we have not heard one word
from members representing the country dis-
tricts about a pest which is likely to develop
in this State, which is increasing in numbers
and which is going to be equally serious, if not
more so, than the rabbit pest. 1 refer to the
weevil which is ealled the lesser grain boerer,
or in technical language the Rhizopertha do-
minica., That weevil was discovered on the
wharves at the south side of the Fremantle
harbour, and it was supposed to have heen
brought there from some other country. The
entomologist who went there, without being re-
quested to do so, to examine the various sheda
for the purpose of seeing to What extent the
pest wag spreading on the wharves, discovered
the lesser grain borer in the sheds, He im-
mediately issued instructions to Rave those
sheds thoroughly cleaned, and poison distri-
buted for the destruction of the pest. Un-
fortunately this pest flies, and it was not
long before it was found om the north wharf,
Tt has also since been discovered in Geraldton,
and T was informed on Monday last that it
had been discovered in other parts of the
$tate where it had heen conveyed in railway
trucks, A warning has already been iseued
that if the pest increases throughout Australia
it will not be possible to export wheat to
other countries, Some people might say that
such an embargo would be beneficial because
we could then convert the wheat inte flour in
Australia. There i3 no doubt that the by-
products of wheat may be usefnl in Australia,
but what kceps the price of wheat up is the
faet that Australian wheat is the best in the
world, and it is wanted for mixing with the
other wheats of the world., If we are to be
prevented from exporting the wheat to other
eountries, it will mean that the price will go
down at once and the farmers will lose im-
mediately. If we do not watch this mnatter
carefully it is likely to beecome very sericus so
far as Western Australia is concerned. I be-
lieve the pest has been discovered in New South
‘Wales as well as in Wesgtern Australia, but so
far Victoria and South Australia are free from
it. When the pest was first discovered in
Fremantle, action should have been taken im-
mediately by the Department of Agriculture
80 as to prevent it from being enrried inland.

The Minister for Works: Do they know
the country of its origin?

Hon. W. (" ANGWIN: T am not sure about
that. Nothing whatever was done hy the
department, and T do not think the Premier
was made aware of the existence of the pest.
We must not forget the faet that the Gov-
ernment official, the man whose duty it is to
protect the State as far as possible from
these pests, notified those in charge of the
whent scheme of the oxistence of this wee-
vil. Steps were not taken to prevent the
spread of the pest, and it was apparently not
considered necessary to send the entomolo-
gist to other parts of the State where wheat
was stacked to ses whether it was there as
well. When the Scheme officials were asked
why this was not done, we were told defi-
nitely and distinetly that if they had done so
the Scheme would have been charged with
the cost invelved, The Minister for Agrienl-
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tore is aslse the Minister administering the
Whezt Scheme. The Government Entomolo-
gist is an officer of the Department of Agri-
culture, and he takes u great interest in his
work. This officer has gatherad together
many specimens of the various classes of
pests which are destructive to wheat and
Acour. He has dono this to a considerable ex-
tent in his own time, and he should be con-
gratulated on the interest he has taken in
the direetion of protecting the State,

Mr. Smith: And he only gets £5 a week.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: I know that. Unfil
the members of the Royal Commission
visited Geraldton no officer had been sent
there to inspect the stacks of wheat to see
whether the pest was there. The entomolo-
gist asked us to take tubes and bring down
some specimens of the insect pests  which
were in the wheat. Wa were also asked to
do that in regard to the stacks of wheat in
other parts of the Btate, We did so and we
had not been back more than a week hefors
we found that the Advisory Board and the
entomologist had gone to Geraldtou, and dis-
covered the lesser grain borer there, ot
course they did not get the information as
the result of the investigations of the Royal
Commission; they found the pest when they
got there. All this shows the neglect which
has taken place and it i& the duty of the
Premier and his responsible Ministers to rap
someone over the knuckles for permitting
this pest to spread throughout the State
where it ig likely to do great harm.

Mr. Piesge: Tt is said they are able to cope
with it.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: I have not heard
of that yet. It is possible that they may he
able to cope with the rice weevil, which is
found by the millions, but this particular
weevil becomes a field pest.

Mr. Harrison: Tt will actually live in tim-
ber.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: It will bore into
timber, Tt can easily find its way through-
ont the whole of Western Australia. It will
eat hard wheat as well ag moist wheat, whilst
the rice weevil will only attack wheat which
containg a certain amount of moisture. Tt
will thrive also in any climate. In faet it will
gpread better in a dry climate than in a
damp climate. T want to tell my friends the
farmers that they are likely to have a pest
amongst them which they will curse in a
very short time. T desire to say a few words
with regard to the administration of the
wheat scheme in other directions. We knuw
that this scheme was foreed on the officers
of the department very suddenly, but we also
-know that they have had two or three vears’
experience with regard to the handling of
the wheat in the State. 1 regret very much
the action of the Governmeat in letting a
contract for the handling of the 1918.19 har-
vest, without first submitting a Bill to Par-
liament. Tf hon. members will only go back
a few months they will remember that a Bill
was introdueed asking leave to enter into
an agreement for the purpose of handling the
1917-18 harvest as well as that of 1918.-19.
o o,
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fused. They said, ‘*We will give you per-
mission to handle the harvest of 1917-18''—
which as a matter of fact had been already
handled—¢‘but we refuse you permission to
enter info an agreement for the 1918-19 until
we have a report from a Royal Commission
to be appointed to deal with the question.’:
On the 21st June of this year that Royal
Uommission first sat, and fromn that time to
the present it has given more time to its
investigations than has any other Royal Com-
mission we ever had in Western Australia,
and that, too, without pay. The Commission
has endeavoured as far as possible to pre-
sent to both Houses of Parliament a fair and
just report. It has endeavoured to in-
vestigate the handling of the wheat in the
past with a view to making recommendations
for future handlling. Tt has not been
antagonistic to the Government or to the
Scheme officials.  Members of the Commis-
sion have worked unanimously. The Com-
mission embraces all shades of politieal
opinion, yet politics have unot been permitted
to enter inte its work in any shape or form.
Tts one endeavour has been to make recom-
mendations which would be in the best in-
terests of the farmer and of the State. That
is the only object it has had. Membhers of
the Commission realise that the farmer is
getting verv little more for his wheat now
fhan he got before the war. Indeed, if the
increased cost of production, on account of
the war, be taken into consideration, it will
be found that the farmer is not getting as

much for his wheat at present as e got
before the war. We thought it our
duty to advise the  Wheat Schemec
of haow savings conld be made, by

which the farmer and the State generally would
benefit. I regret to say the Wheat Scheme has
not been managed in the hest interests of the
farmers, There is searcely any persor who has
had a finger in the pie in regard to the hand-
ling of the wheat who has not wanted to make
something out of it. There ig not an officer in
any position in the Schems who has not had a
trip to Melbourne out of it. Some have been
more than onee, whilst others have lived over
there for months and have brought back re-
ports not worth a snap of the fingers.

Mr. Smith: The Minister in charge has set
a good example.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: He has had to go to
attend conferences, because when important
questions affecting the wheat are being dis-
enssed in Melbourne, it is necessary that he
should be there to protect the interests of the
State. DBut there is no necessity to send to
Melbourne, at the cost of the farmer, so many
officers of the Wheat Scheme, and T hope the
Government will not agree to the latest pro-
posal that two more officers shonld he sent over
there.

The Minister for Works: Who nare the officera
who have gonef

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Mr. Sutton, Mr.
Berkeley, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Pearse.

The Minister for Works: He went over there
in -conmection with silos, aa an engineer.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: If T could not pet

2 oAb ermnlra sremmn 2wmlommantisn ahant allng
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than he got in three months, I would coasider
my time had been wasted.

The Attorney General: What other officera
have been overf

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have given yon
four or five. Mr. Sibbald also Lad a trip, and
arrangemenis have now been made to send an-
other inspector and another engineer. These
trips have all been made within the last two
or three years. It shows that the Scheme’s
money has been used in & wrong direction.
Also we find that the Government, and even
the Works Department, have been trying to
make a little out of the wheat. Hon, mewbers
will remember the present Minister for Worke
holding up a plan in this Chamber and saying
with fine seorn, ''Only a fow lines drawn on
it; fauney paying Nevanas three per cent. for
doing that!'™ 1T ask, is there any hon. mem-
ber who wouldl not be capable of drawing the
plan of a wheat shed?

lon. P, Collier: Just four walla.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not walla at all,
only uprights. Yet we find that for the draw-
ing of plans and supervision of the erection
of wheat sheda costing £106,000, the Works
Department has been drawing five per cent,
commission.

The Minister for Works: Exzactly.
much did we make out of it

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I do not know, but
I know that there is not an architect in the
Btate who would not have jumped at the price.

The Minister for Works: The department
did more than draw the plans. It drew the
plans and supervised the erection.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Just the same as
pny private architect would have to do.

The Minister for Works: And the depart-
nment did more than that,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Let me go further,
The Government had the Scheme’s money to
draw upon. 1 will exempt some of the Minis-
ters from this, because they were not aware
of it.

Hon. P. Collier: Or they would bave had
a eut, too.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Government
have charged £26,000 for putting sidings into
the wheat sheds. They nsed for this purpose
rails which had cost from £4 10s. to £5 per
ton when new. These rails, when put into the
gidings, were worn out. The flanges were
rusted off and the rails were unfit to remain
in lines over which trains were running. They
eallell them third-class rails and they charged
tha farmers £7 10a. per ton for them.

The Minister for Works: Quite right, too.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: And the Govern-
ment made a little cut of it.

The Minister for Works: So long as you do
not say that T personally made anything, T do
not mind.

Hon. W. ¢ ANGWIN: T am not speaking
personally. New rails which cost £11 10s. per
ton have been temporarily put into sidings and
charged for at the rate of £17 10s. per ton.

The Minister for Works: They are worth
£16 10s. to-day.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Bnt the farmer is
eharged £17 10s. for them, :

Mr. Broun: Yet yon want the Government

How
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: You wait till I have
finished. Now we come to the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust. The whole of the interest and
sinking fund, depreciation and administrative
costs of the Truat for the morth wharf repre-
sent £10,000 per annum. A little way back
of the wharf, where some levelling had been
done, £1,780 was expendsd to provide for the
storage of wheat. The Trust handled the
farmers’ wheat and were paid in advance for
it, although the farmer has to wait for his
money. The Trust charged for the use of
their machinery, such as elevators, ete., not-
withstanding which they made the full charge
for interest, sinking fund, and depreciation on
those elevators and other machinery, in addi-
tion to the usual handling charges. As a mat-
tar of fact they charged the Wheat Scheme
£2,000 a year more than it was costing them
for the whole of their interest, sinking fuund,
depreciation, and adminigtrative charges.
‘When a ship comes to take away the wheat it
is the ship that has to pay the wharfage. But
the Wheat Scheme has also to pay wharfage,
because the wheat was stored a little distance
back from the wharf in order not to interfere
with the wharf, Indirectly the Premier hag
taken us to task for letting the farmers know
that there is the possibility of a drop in the
price of wheat. Some apprehension was felt as
to how we were to dispose of our wheat. The
Premier said that in some quarters an attempt
had been made to dissuade the farmer from
growing wheat. Let me say that any ques-
tions asked by the Commission were not
asked with that objeet at all. But we felt
that if there was any doubt about the matter
the farmer ought to kmow it, that if there
was any danger of his being likely to make
a loss through growing large quantities of
wheat, intimation should be given to him.
We have been aceused of making public con-
fidential documents. But those confidential
documents were seven months old and had
been digeussed in the Melbourne ‘¢Age’’ be-
fore being mentioned here, so thers was noth-
ing whatever confidential about them. Now
I come to the contractors, We have heen told
that a ecertain firm in Western Australia
should have sole charge of the handling of the
wheat., We were told that faulty agreements
would make no difference to this firm, that
their one desire was to work in the interests
of the farmers. It was said that, unlike or-
dinary agents and merchants, this firm were
not out to hleed the farmer, that this firm
would work for the farmer. ‘It is our
wheat,’’ this firm said, *fis it likely that we
arc going to do anything to injure our-
selves?’’ T am now in a position to say that
although last year one firm were given full
control of the handling of the wheat, that
firm were out to bleed the farmer just as
much as was any private firm,

Mr. Broun: No, no.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: It is only human
nature,

Mr. Broun: You should be fair.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: It is fair,

Mr, Broun: It is not.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: In everything, in
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to the Scheme, the company were consider-
ably higher than any other company which
had previously handled the wheat, There is
one. matter which was referred to in our re-
port.

Mr. Broun: Whose fault is that?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They were getting
ali they could just as others have done, and
at the same time bluffing the farmer into
thinking they were working for his interests.

Mr., Broun: He is not so easily bluffed.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: Some I know of
have been bluffed very badly. They have
said to the farmer ‘‘What does it matter
what we get for the wheat handling? You
get it all back.’’ Tt is true the farmer might
get it back,

Mr, O’Loghlen: Some of them do.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They say, ‘‘We
give you a bonus on the work we do for you.'’
Of what does that bonus consist¥ It con-
sists of the usual pound shares and the com-
pany say, ‘'If we make a profit on the hand-
ling of the wheat we will give you a bonus
ghare, !’

My. Broun: And add a little more to it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the farmer dies
his dependants can sell that share and take
the money. Tt is the duty of the Government
to see if they cannot handle the wheat
cheaper for the farmer so that the money
which they are paying out for this purpose
cannot be distributed to the farmer at an
earlier date, not after his death, It is the
duty of the Government to see that the
farmer gets this money.

Mr. Nairn: What happens to the shares
while the farmer is ulive?

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The company might
pay five per cent. on each share.

Mr. Broun: The give good interest on the
money.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: With regard to
the handling of the wheat, we thought we
would ascertain whether any saving could be
effected in this direction so far as the parties
wera concerned.

Mr. Broun: What does the company make
out of it nowf?

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: We thought we
would try and ascertain whether the farmer
could get the bonus direetly at the close of
the Pool if the wheat was handled in an-
other way than at present. Some time ago
the Government decided to call tenders for the
handling of the 1918-19 harvest. The Com-
misegion at the time was in the midst of en-
deavouring to get evidenece which would assist
them in advising the Government for the hene-
fit of the State. Little things iy around, and
it was found that some persons who were
coming to give evidence hefore the Commis-
sion would not do so urnless they were sub-
pensed, because they knew they were likely
to be tendering for the wheat, They said
‘“We do not want to do anything that is up
against the Scheme, and if you want to know
anything you will have te get it out of us.”’

We asked the Government to stay
their hands for a while, and they
decided to do se. I do not think
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hag been given out. Between that time and
the cancellation the telegraph' wires were af
work, and between 60 and 70 messages came
in objecting to the eall for quotations.

Mr. Broun: Is that all?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I will go as far as
that. These messages protested against the
calling of quotations, and this was cancelled,
The Commisgion thought that the Govero-
ment still adhered to their poliey.

Mr, Broun: That was cancelled, I thought
at the request of the Commission.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Commission
asked the Government to stay their hands
in regard to acceptance, and when the ob-
jections came in from the country districts
the request for quotations was cancelled.

Mr. Broun: Did you not threaten to close
dewn the Commission when that announce-
ment was made, saying that it was useless
for the Commission to sit on?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I did eay, and the
members of the Commission will agree with
me, that unless something was done to stay
the hands of the Government we might as
well close down, for the reason I have stated.
Persons who could have given us important
evidence objected to giving it. Tt is all very
well to have a man before one and to ask
him this questien and that question, but how
were we to get out of sueh witnesses evi-
dence that would be beneficial to the Scheme.
8¢ far, with one exception, we have not had
a single witness who has not given his ecvi-
dence voluntarily, and has not assisted the
Commission with regard to the future work-
ing of the Scheme. We found on inquiry
that the Advisory Board bad been ¢onsider-
ing the advisability or otherwige of the
Scheme handling the wheat, and that figures
had been prepared by the manager of the
Scheme in this regard. I do not think any-
onc can say but that the manager of the
Scheme is a highly qualified officer. He has
been handling wheat for the past 16 years,
and has been in a position to know what is
required in regard to it. He has been the
manager not only in this State but in the
Eastern States for Dreyfus & Co, and
thoroughly understands the position. We
found that Mr. Keys, the manager of the
Beheme, could show the board how approxi-
mately £15,000 could be saved if the Seheme
handled the wheat. Is that not beneficial to
the department?

Mr. Broun: God help the farmer if the
Government handle it.

The Attorney General: Absolutely.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am pleased to
hear the interjections, for they show that
the Government are not capable of handling
it.

The Attorney General: No Goverument
could handle an enterprise like that.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They would not
be required to handle it any more than they
did last year. The only difference would be
in regard to the payments. The system of
handling wheat is to do so by means of sub,
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of assisting co-operative activities, and with
this pelicy 1 am in accord. These societies
could have been employed directly by the
Government to bandle this wheat, in exactly
the same manner as they are employed by the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd.

Mr. Munsie: Which is not a co-operative
society.

The Minister for Works:
imitation.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They claim to be,

Mr. Munsie: It is a limited liability com-
paay, and out for profits every time.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Government
would not be handling the wheat., It would
be handled by the co-operative societies as
their sub ngents. The Westralian Farmers
Ltd. did not handle the wheat last year, ex-
cept where they sold wheat which Dalgety’s
should have sold, contrary to their arrange-
ment with the Seheme. T.ast year, wheraver
there was a co-operative society in any dis-
trict or near any siding, the wheat was
handled by the officials of that society, that
is the loeal society., TIn many instances the
local gociety handled the wheat at various
sidings, and not only in the towns where the
society was established. They took the wheat
from the farmer, weighed it, sampled it,
trucked it, and sent it to the depot. When
it reached the depet it was received by the
Government officials. The Government offi-
cials sampled it, weighed it again, and stored
it.

The Attorney General: You
Scheme officials,

Hon. W, (0, ANGWIN: Yes, the Govern-
ment officials employed by the Scheme. If
the Government had handled the wheat this
year the co-operative societies would only
have been called vpon to do what they did
last year, that is to say, take the wheat from
the farmer.

Mr. Broun: Are you sure of thatf

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: They could do so
unless they wanted to strike, but that would
be their fault.

The Minister for Works: It is faghionable
te strike against the Government.

Mr. Broun: They could have done so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I admit there is
evidence in this report showing that sgome
of the societies said they would not handls
wheat for anyone else but the Westralian
Farmers, TLitd.

It is a very good

mean the

[Mr. Piesse took the Chair.]

Mr. Teesdale: That is a nice thing.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the farmers,
that is, the local societies, wanted to handle
the wheat they could have done so. The
‘Westralian Yarmers, Ltd., are not farmers.
The local gocieties could have taken the
wheat from the farmers, weighed it and
sampled it, and sent it to the depot, and the
Government could have taken it over as was
done last year, under the Scheme manage-
ment. The only difference would be that
the Scheme officizls would issue a certificate
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farmer. That is all the extra work the
Scheme would be called upon to carry out.
Already the Scheme officials have to check
these figures, and all they would have to do
would be to issuc certificates to the farmers
for wheat roceived so that they could draw
their money from the bark. In the agree-
ment lagt year one farthing a bushel was set
down to meet the cost of issuing certificates,
There would not he any difference from last
year in the actunal handling of the wheat
itself. Tn thec agreement for last year's har-
vest, an eighth of a penny was sct down for
the sampling by acquiring agents, and the
weighing of wheat at depots. It was found
necessary that the Government should do
that work for their own protection. The
Minister for Works will agree with me that
when the Government have to pay for the
wheat they should see that it is in good order,
that it is sampled, that it is of fair average
quality,and that the weights are there.
They did the work themselves, as at Spencer’s
Brook, for example. There the acquiring agent
—let me give him this benefit—had one mam
doing the work, while the Scheme had 13
doing the same work. I will give the evidence
of the manager, Mr. Keys, quoting from ques-
tion 7222 onwards—

The acquiring agents are paid one-eighth
of a penny for that work?—For checking
weights and sampling at depots.

But the work is done by your officers?—
They have a man at each of the depots
looking at the samples that are withdrawn.

They had one man at each depot?—Yes.

Could one man supervise at each depot?
—MHe ¢ould not.

Therefore, yon were paying for a service
that was not given¥—As far as the Scheme
i3 concerned, that is the position; we kmnew
they were not doing it..

It made no difference 80 far as the
Scheme jis concerned¥—7Yes.

In making a new contract, do yon think
you should provide an amount for that work
which ia not necessaryf—I do not.

It made a difference of several thousand
pounds to the aequiring agent—three or
four thousand poundsi—About £4,000.
The Minister for Works: And Mr. Keys

paid that money.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That was in accord-
ance with the agreement; and he had to see
that the work was earried out. A certain
arrangement was made by Mr, Keys for the
agents to take the checks of the Scheme offi-
cials instead of doing this work themselves.
For next year a crop of 12 million bushels or
over ig anticipated, Tt is anticipated that the
quantity of wheat to be acquired by the agents
will be ahout 10 million bushels; shed accom-
modation is being provided for that quantity.
That one-eighth of a penny next year will
mean £5,000. Let me again give the words of
Mr. Keys, the manager of the Scheme, the
man of practical experience—

4504, By Mr. Harrison: But they claim
that the taking over would be for the good
of the Scheme?—The other day I made up
an estimate at which I reckoned the Scheme
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a 10 million bushel erop. The estimate was

approximately £10,000. On a similar basis

to last year’s, we wonld have to pay the

Weatralian Farmers Ltd. £25,000 for that

work.

That is the maunager’s statement, not mine. If
it is wrong, the mistake is the manager’s. 1
have just mentioned the one-eighth of a
penny whieh is paid for checking and samp-
ling ‘at depots, and which represents £5000.
Then there is a farthing per bushel commis-
gion, after all expenses have been paid, to the
Westralian Farmers. They are paid for every
services rendered. They are paid so much for
taking the wheat off the farmer’s wagon and
putting it on the truck, The rate varies ac-
cording to quantity received at the depot.
They are paid one-eighth of a penny for tak-
ing the wheat off the farmers’ wagon and
putting it into stack. They get one farthing
per bushel for issning ecertificates. They get
one-eigthth of a penny for sampling at depots.
That is all the work that has to be dome. But
after that they get ome farthing per bushel
commission. That farthing per bushel com-
mission on the 10 million bushels anticipated
to be handled by the agents next year, means
£10,000, With the other £5,000 represented
by the one-eighth penny per bushel, that makes
a total of £15,000. So it will be seen that 1t
is mot work that is going to be saved, that
it is not the price for handling that is going
to be saved, that money is not going to be
saved for the purpose of knocking out the co-
operative societies. Money is to be saved by
wiping out the middleman. Let the manager
of the Scheme engage his own sub-agents, -
stead of asking others to obtain sub-agenta for
him. That is all that need be done in the
matter. The farmers could then handle the
wheat in exactly the same way as they hand-
led it last year. Instead of having the middle-
man, let everything be carried out in the same
manner as last year. T regret that the Gov-
ernment did not give this matter fair eon-
sideration. Aecording to a statement made hy
Mr. Baxter to the conference of the Farmers’
und Settlers’ Assoelation in Perth—and 1
also had the pleasure of seeing the figures my-
gelf—every hushel of wheat to be handled
next year must realise 59. 2d. per bushel.

Hon. P. Collier: Which it will not do.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: And every bushel
of wheat that has heen sold previonsly has not
realised 4. 0d.

Hon, P, Collier: Caleulate the loss,

Mr. Broun: Who is going to make the
losa?

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: If the Government
made anything extra, the farmer would get it
through the Pool. But this year there is a
risk of the Government not clearing them-
gselves. This year’s guarantee is equal to 4s.
per bushel at the siding. The highest price
paid tho farmer for last year’s wheat was 3s.
3d. Aceording to the ‘*West Australian’’ the
acting Prime Minister of the Commonwealth,
Mr. Watt, bas been advising the Australian
Wheat Board to get rid of wheat at a price
even lower than 4s, 9d. I hope the Govern-
ment will clear themselves next year, and I
hope the farmers will realise every penny to
which they are entitled. But the Westralian
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Farmers, Ltd., are not entitled to the £15,000;
and when they say to the farmer, ‘‘We give
that money back to you,’’ the statement is
not correct, seeing that they give the farmer
shares and not cash. If the Scheme handled
the wheat and there was any margin, the
farmer would get it at once in cash.

The Attorney General: What was the total
amount of wheat bhandled by the agents last
ear?

7 Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: Nearly eight miliion
bushels. The memher for Beverley (My,
Broun) just now questioned my statement that
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. would try to get
out of the Scheme all they could, just the
same as other traders. The hon, member said
that that statement was not true., But let us
take the case of the temporary roofing of
wheat stacks throughout the State Iast year.
The manager of the Wheat Scheme said that
one farthing per bushel for roofing, when the
Scheme supplied the material for roofing, was
ample. That one farthing per bushel applied
only to wheat stacked in roofed sheds. The
Westralian Farmers Ltd.,, who look after the
farmers’ interests, eaid, ‘‘We wanf a half-
peuny for that work.'’ Like the millera, the
Woestralian Farmers held a pistol at the head
of the Government. The Westralian Farmers
were the onjy people handiing wheat. Eventu-
ally the Government had to give the Westra-
lian Farmers this halfpenny. With what re-
sult?  Immediately the Westralian Farmers
got the contract for roofing the stacks at one
halfpenny per bushel, what did they do to
those poor little co-operative societies for
which they feel se much concernt The few
men banded together as a co-operative society
in the distriet in which there was a stack to
be roofed, had to do the work of roofing for
one farthing per bushel The Westralian
Farmers swindled those men by paying them
one farthing, the other farthing going into the
funds of the Westralian Farmers,

Mr. Broun: I suppose you think they should
get nothing for the responsibility?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They had no respon-
sibility.

Hon. P, Collier: None whatever,

Mr. Broun: They were responsible for the
care of the wheat.

Mr. Munsie: Anyway, the co-operative socie-
ties did the work for a farthing.

Mr. Broun: They were quite satisfied.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The point is that if
the Westralian Farmers took only a farthing
they would not be able to give a bonus share,
while the Scheme could give the farmers the
cash when the Pool was cleared. That is the
difference.

Mr. Broun: You are wrong.
were paid for the work they did.
no question of bonus shares at all.

I\j'Ir. Munsie: What about the extra farth-
ing

Mr. Broun: The man who grows the wheat
gets the bonus share; not the man who roofs
the shed.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: It is the man who
grows the wheat that T am talking about.
Moncy was paid unnecessarily for that work
of roofing, The Government were compelled

Those men
There was
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to pay an unnecessarily high price for that
work because there was only one tenderer
for it. [f that farthing were not paid, the
men to whom the wheat belongs would get it
in cash. There was only one man handling
wheat last time, and the Scheme could save a
lot of money by handling it themselves. On
the 31st December last the whole of the old
wheat was taken over by the Government.
They are receiving from the British Govern-
ment something like 3d. a bushel for the care-
taking of it. There is a large quantity of this
wheat in the country, about 500,000 bags. It
will have to be shifted. We find that there
was trouble in one or two places and that some
men went on strike because the price offered
for shifting the wheat was not considered a
fair proposition. In one instance a complaint
was made that the inspectors were biassed, A
case at Dumbleynng was quoted. The Wes-
tralian Farmers were paid there for shifting
old stacks 12s. 6d. per hunderd bags plus 1f)
per cent, commission for supervision of the
work. They sent a letter to the Dumbleyung
Co-operative Society in which they stated,
‘*We will give you 123, 64."’ The Dumbie-
Yung Society took it at 12s. 6d. but there was
no plus 10 per cent. commission for them, not
even 3 per cent. Then the Dumbleyung So-
eiety found that they too had to make some-
thing out of it, and they got men to actually
do the work for 10s. Gd. So that the Scheme
was paying 13s. 9d. for having the work dome
while the actnal cost of getting it done was
10s. 6d. The Westralian Farmers, Lid,, were
pocketing the 10 per cent. commission and the
Dumbleyung Co-operative Society kept the
diffcrence between 10s. 6d. and 12s. 6d. Al
that the Westralian Farmers did was to write
a letter to the Dumbleyung Society. Tt would
have been better, and it would have made no
difference to the Scheme, if they had paid the
co-operative gociety at Dumbleyung the 12s. 64,
plus the 10 per cent. and they would have
made something out of it., Instead of
that we find that the parent body is making
thousands of pounds out of the handling of
the whbeat while those whom the Government
profess to protect are losing monmey. If the
matter were given fair consideration the
Government would say that if they did have
any extra money to pay they should give it,
not to the Westralian Farmers but to the
co-operative societies. It is the small socie-
ties who require assistance. I think I have
convinced aven the member for Beverley
that there has been no desire to praevent the
farmer from handling his own wheat; the
desire is to bloek the middleman, Tt has not
been suggested that the Government should
handle the barvest but that there shonld be
a board formed with executive powers, that
two of its members shonld be elected by the
farmers who put wheat into the pool, and
that two should be appointed by the Govern-
ment with the Minister ag chairman., Tt
that were done the farmers’ representatives
wonld be handling the wheat and not the
Government, Another matter T would like
to touch upon jis the question of the erection
of sheds, The evidence which bhas been
placed before the Commission on this matter
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bas been overwhelmingly in favour of the
erection of sheds at the large centres. - 1
may say that ooly one man has given evi-
dence against this proposal while seven have
given evidence in favour of it, and the latter
have been men who bave handled wheat all
their lives. If the suggestion of erecting
sheds at conntry sidings be carried out it will
be necessary to have the same sized sheds at
depots next year, as we had last year, to
carry the wheat. One man who has been en-
gaged in the wheat trade all his life said
that the wheat should be stered as near as
poasible to where it was grown, It would
be possible to save 214d. per bag in railing,
and there wonld be saved the cost of tem-
porary roofs, The cost of double haundling
would be immediately saved, for the wheat
would go direet from the farmer’s waggon
into the shed and be put under cover. Hon.
memberg will thus see the benefit that would
accrue from storing wheat close to where it
was grown. Most of the damage to wheat
is eansed by it becoming wet before it is
covered, and then it is removed by rail and
it gets wet again in trangit. Hence we get
weavil galore. This could be avoided. Hou.
members will also agree that the bags remain
in a batter condition when the wheat does
not get so much handling.  Thousands ot
bags are torn through frequent handling,

There would he a direct saving of rbout
214d. a bushel in railage alone.
The Minister for Works: How do you

make that out?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: There are 12 hags
to the ton and there is 2s. 64, difference in
the railing rate. If it goes to the mill from
the depots instead of to the port of shipment,
the Railway Department may charge twa
rates,

The Minister for Works: Did not Mr. Keys
tell you that the railage would be through
haulage, plua 2s, 6d.7

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Mr. Keys said that
there was no arrangement made for taking
wheat to the mill and a letter on the Com-
miggioner’s file points that out. The 2s,
6d. railage is for shipment to port. If hon.
members will refer to the evidence they will
gee that the wheat whiech was brought in
from Nyabing was taken past Katanning to
Tambellup and then taken back to Katan-
ning. There is no allowance for that; double
rates have to be paid. Mr. Piesse, of Katan-
ning, told the Commigsion definitely that
prier to the war he had decided to erect
gheds at the various centres for the purpose
of atoring wheat if he could make arrange-
ments with the Government for leasing the
land, and that in three years he thought he
could pay his expenses, Tf the Government
wounld put up those sheds now and we went
hack to the old system after the war, Mr,
Pigsse declared he would buy those sheds
from the Government. Tt will be seen,
therefore, that the railways might incur a
glight loss in the first year, but the whest
would have to be shifted. Tn regard to the
dual control in handling, the railway officials,
Mr. Lord and Mr, Shillington, have both im-
pressed upon the Commission that the man
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responsible for loading the trucks should be
responsible also for their unloading, At one
time last year there were 2,000 railway trucks
filted with wheat. The wan who wants to
get his wheat away from the siding does not
care when it is to be unloaded at the depot,
and so the congestion results in demurrage.
Mr. Lord in particular insisted that the man
responsible for loading the trucks should also
be responsible for their unloading, and ex-
plaized that this would make for the better
utilisation of the tracks,

Mr. Broun: But how is the man to know?
It ig impossible.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No, it is not, for he
would be able to keep a tally of his trucks.

Mr. Broun: But there might be a large
number of frocks in trangit and a wstrike
take place.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is too ex-
treme a c¢ase to consider. I am quoting the
experience of last year, as given to the Com-
mission by expert officers who have to con-
trol the traffic. They declared that last
year’s system, under which the acquiring
agents londed the trucks, and the Scheme’s
officials unloaded them, was detrimental to
the full utilisation of the trucks.

Mr. Broun: That is an argument in favour
of doing away with dual control.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Commission re-
commended that there should be no dual con-
trol from the fime the wheat is taken from
the farmer until it is stored in the shed. It
thig were effected the difficulty in regard to
the rolling stock would not occur. 1
regret that the Minister, when intro-
dueing the Estimates of the Agricultural
Department, did not allede to this very
large sub-department which is handling, not
thousands, but millions of money, and
which is holding an asset in respect of which
it would be an eagy matter to ineur a serious
loss. While some of the Scheme’s officials
aroe endeavouring to faithfully carry out
their duties, there is no doubt that others
have shown negligence in regard to the hand.
ling of the wheat. In my opinion the trouble
has been due to there being too many eivil
servants on the board. One cannot be servant
and master at the same time. We have learnt
of many instances of local expert advice in
regard to the storage of the wheat being given
and ignored. Thoroughly experienced men have
given the henefit of their experience to officers
of the Scheme, but those officors have eon-
cluded that they knew better than their in-
formants. This has led to a good deal of
bickering.

Hon. P. Collier: Aund to some loss.

Hon. W, 0. ANGWIN: Yes, to considerable
logs. At Bunbury, wheat has been stacked
close againgt a railway siding used exelugively
for washing out eattle trucks. The Commission
found the wheat in that stack in a fillhy eon-
dition, When we saw it, liquid manure was
running along the base of the stack, and the
bags for some distance up from the ground
wore filthy and black from the scourings of
the cattle trucks,

The Minister for Works: Who washed out
the eattle trucks there?
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The railway officials,
Between the stack and the trucks in process
of being washed was only rcom enough for a
man to pass along.

The Minister for Works: Whe stacked the
wheat there?

Hox. W, C. ANGWIN: The &Scheme’s
officials, The men waghing ont the cattle
trucks could not possibly avoid fouling the
wheat stack. Mr. Piesse, of Katanning,
thought of erecting a mill at Albany. He went
down to investigate, but he found that, owing
to the swampy nature of the land close to the
railway, it would be impossible to stack wheat
there. As a result of his investigations he
advised the officials of the Wheat Scheme that
they should not stack certain wheats at Albany,
that it would result in great loss. No notice
whatever was taken of his warning.

The Attorney General: Waas not that in the
days of another manager?

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: No, there was then
no manager at all.  According to Mr. Picase,
it was a member of the board whom he advised.
In regard to the question of manager, let me
say that the best thing that has happened up
to date was the appointment of a manager of
the Scheme. We cannot do without & manager
of the Scheme, and I hope the Government will
never attempt to run the Scheme without a
manager. The present manager is endeavour-
ing to rue the Scheme to the best of his
ability, and to the best advantage of the
Schema,

The Minister for Works: Is he blocked in
what he tries to do?

Hor. W. C. ANGWIN: No, he is not blocked,
but he gets a good deal of criticism. In regard
to Albany, the wheat stored there is alive with
weevil,

Mr. H. Robinson: It was brought there.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: In point of weevil
it is the worst lot of wheat to be found in any
part of the State. This is due to the place
in whieh it is stored. There are other aites
in Albany far more suitable for wheat stor-
age. A ghed down there, owned by Willsa &
Co., was removed, and the stack of whest hag
been put alongside on swampy ground. The
weevils have gone right through the lot, water
being so close to the surface on this site. The
site will have to be pumped out before founda-
tions for the new shed can be put in. And this
is the place where the wheat is stored!

Mr. H. Robinson: Two years ago Albany
was the only place in Western Awstralin where
there was no weevil in the wheat.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There was very little
weevil anywhere in Western Australian two
years ago. Albany is now in a very bad con-
dition in respect of weevil, simply becaunse the
advice tendered by a man who has made a life
study of wheat was not accepted. It has been
said that because of moisture it is necessary
to shift all wheat away from the ports. Ex-
perts such as Professor Lefroy and others have
given that advice, Yet what do we find? The
Iargest depbt in the Btate, that at Spencer’s
Brook, i built upon a site adjoining the river:
in fact the only thing between the site and
the river is a big swamp.

The Minister for Worka: But is it not well
drained?
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No. You could swim
or got drowned in the swamp, One could throw
& stone into the river from the wheat shed.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The river is as near
to the wheat shed as this Chamber is to Hay-
street, and between the river and the shed is
nothing but a big swamp.

The Attorney General: Do you mean the
new site?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No, the old one. The
new gite is not much better. Yot we ara told
that it is necessary to protect the wheat from
moisture.

Mr. Broun: The shed should never have
been built on that side of the line.

Hon, P. Collier: Are the officers still in
the Schemes who have been responsible for all
these blunders?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: My belief is that the
wheat is held to be second to the railways, that
the sites chosen for the wheat stacks have been
chosen with an eye to the convenience of the
railways, instead of to the protection of the
wheat. And, in consequence, the wheat, the
farmer, and the State have to suffer. I
hope the Government will peruse the recommen-
dations made by the Commission. I wish to
assure the Premier that the only object of the
Commission has been to endeavour to put for-
ward some scheme which would protect the
State and the farmer by the better handling
of the wheat.

Mr. BROUX (Beverley) [944]: T was
rather disappointed with the statement made
by the Premier, when introducing the Esti.
mates on the Agricnltural Department, in re-
spect to the freezing works to be constructed
at Fremantle. Last June a nember of persons
interested in stock raising held a meeting, and
made a request to the Government for works
to be constructed at Fremantle to deal with
the surplus stock they anticipated having in
the future. On the Kstimates no provision is
made for the ercction of freezing works at Fre-
mantle. The Premier, in reply to the request,
announced that he was in sympathy with the
decigion arrived at by that meeting, and
hoped soan to be able to give his reply as to
what the intentions of the Government were.
From time to time the Government have been
approached, but on every oecasion we have re-
ceived a similar reply from the Premier. To-
day we are no further forward. In August
last a number of graziers assembled together,
and a letter was forwarded to the Government
urging upon them the necessity of an immedi-
ate decision being arrived at in the matter,
and asking the Government if it would not
be possible to proceed with the work,

Hon. P. Collier: Why be so impatient?

Mr. BROUX: We have to be impatient as
time goes on. We cannot wait for ever and
live on hopes alone. In reply to that request
the Premier again announced that he was sym-
pathetie, and said the Government were as
anxious as the graziers were fo have these
worka construeted. Mr. @"Ebro was chosen by
the Government to draw up plans, and go into
the question of pites for the comsideration of
the Government. A suggestion was made to
the Premier some time ago that in order that
these works might be established immediately.
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it would be advisable for the Government to
prepare a full statement and submit it to
different contractors and these officers who
were concerned in the erection of freez-
ing works, and for them to prepare
plans and specifications and designs to
hand to the Government for consideration,
and for the Government to choose such plans,
specifications and designs as were most suit-
able for the carrying out of the work. Had
this been taken in hand and had the sugges-
tion been accepted by the Government, can-
ning works would have been completed aad in
working order within four months. A little
while ago the British War Office announced
that they were willing to take all surplus
ieat.

The Premier;: Mr. d’Ebro did not say that.

Mr, BROUN: T do not know what he said.
There is a man who has carried out the con-
struetion of freezing works in the Common.
wealth, and he has assured me that the canning
portion of the freezing works could have been
built and completed and made ready for
canning meat within four months from the
time of starting, or within six months at the
outgide.

Hon. P. Collier: The earlier the works are
started the earlier they will be finishad.

Mr, BROUN: 1f the leader of the Op-
position does not take the matter seriousiy,
I do. T am interested in the breeding of stock,
and know what it is to have to sacrifice a
quantity of stoek.

Hon. P. Collier: I mean that quite seripusly,
as a reflection upon the Government for de-
laying the starting of the weorks.

Mr. BROUN: Had the canning portion of
these works been completed the surplus stoek
we now have to dispose of could have been
coped with. The total cost of completing
works sufficient to deal with the surplus stoek
on hand could have been completed at a very
nominal expenditure, and would have been
capable of dealing with at least 15,000lbs. of
canned meat per day. The expenditure in-
volved would only amount to some £9,000. If
it had been necessary to remove the eanning
portion of the works, say to Midland June-
tion, the eost, incloding such removal, wonld
have only been £14,000, Thia is a very good
proposition, and T regret that the Govern-
ment have not taken it in hand in order to
assist the grazier out of the diffienlty he is
now in. The large amount of surplus stoek
now on the market has considerably reduced
the price of meat. To-day mutton can be
hought an the hoof at 21%d. per ponnd. T had
that assurance yesterday from an agent. That
iz a ridiculously low price, and it 13 most un-
fortunate that we are in the position to he
ohliged to accept it in order to dispose of our
surplus stock. Tt will be impossible for ue to
continue to grow sheep if we have to sell them
at this saerifice. TIn introdueing the Agrieul-
tural Estimates, the Premier said that in the
past we had received from Bs, to Ss. for goon
wethers.

The Premier: I said 8s.

AMr. BROUN: He also said we had been re-
ceiving high prices for stock of late years, with
the result that we had hecome dscatisfod dnan
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baving to accept a lower figure, That is a
poor argument to put up and is not much satis-
faction to us. It makes us think that the
Premier is not sympathetic in regard to these
freezing works, and that it is not the inten-
tion of the Government to hurry on with their
construetion.

The Premier: I have had to sell more sheep
than you have in a year,

Mr. BROUN: In all probability the Pre-
mier has not had to sell them at the low price
he would have to sell them at to-day. We
have a large number of sheep to dispose of,
and I hope the Government will do all they
can to hurry along with the works. I notice
that the Premier has arranged for a committee
to meet the Governmnent and discusss this mat-
ter with them, and e¢ome to some finality.
This, of course, means another delay, and it
will be some time now before the matter is
taken in hand. The stock we have at present
can be held by most farmers for a few months,
but I would impress upon the Premier the
necessity for doing something in regard fo the
canning portion of the works, in order to re-
lieve the position. If we had canning works
in operation I am told by those who have a
knowledge of what has taken place else-
where that it wonld mean a difference of at
least a penny a pound to us in the price of
meat. That in itself is a point worthy of
consideration by the Government. We have
had a large mortality amongst our sheep dur-
ing the last few montha, At present there is
no one in the State who is able to discover
the eause of this. Apparently the Government
have now cut out from the Estimates the sum
which nsunally appears there for a botanist and
assistant botanist.

The Premier: We have a botanist.

Mr. BROUN: There i3 no sumn down on the
Estimates for one, and I thonght the Govern-
ment hoad disposed of his services. 1 regret
that we have no pathologist. In Dr. Stoward
we had & good man, and one who will be much
misged in the State. His services would have
been invalnable at the present time, and of
great assistance to us in sheeting home the
trouble which is new in our midst in respect
to the mortality amongst our stock. I hope
the Government will do something in this
direetion, because it is of vital importanee.
This meortality is going on throughout the
State, and 13 growing as time goes on. I will
not touch upon the Wheat Scheme to any ex-
tent, hecause, later on, when Jealing with the
agreement, it will be possible to go further
into it. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle made certain statements as to the
handling of the wheat, particularly in relation
to the Westralian Farmers Ltd. I have not
had time to-night to consider his statements
as T should have liked to have done, but
will have an opportunity of dealing with
them at a later date. There has been 2
good deal of controversy over the handling
of our wheat during past years. Much of this
has emanated from the merchants. Natur-
ally, they are somewhat hurt beeanso the
wheat is being bandled by only one agent.
The Westralian Farmers Ltd. have a perfect
right to handle this wheat, because they are

the direct representatives of the farmers, and
the farmers are quite satigfied to trust them
with the bandling of their products, Men-
tion has been made of the prefits of the
Wesgtralian Farmers Ltd. An agreement was
made between the Government and that ecom-
pany, no doubt upon the recommendation of
the Advisory Board, the Wheat Scheme man-
ager, and the Miniater for Agriculture. As
this price had been agreed upon, I think the
Government shonld have been satisfied with-
out raising a controversy over the mafter,
alwaya providing that the wheat was handlea
to their satisfaction. Mistakes. have heen
made in the past by the different agents, ana
naturally the Westralian Farmers Ltd., will
also make mistakes, particularly in view of
the fact that this is the first occasion when
they have handled a large quantity of wheat,
aud the first oceasion in the history of the
State when one agent only has bandled the
entire harvest. The quotes given in regard
to the handling of the wheat have been men-
tioned by the member for North-East Fre-
mgntle, who said that the Westralian Far-
mers have made, according to the evidence
given, from £15,000 to £29,000 in the hand-
ling of last year’s harvest. Even if they have
made that profit in the handling of the har-
vest, had the Government called for tenders
in open competition for the handling of the
harvest last year, they in all probability
would have had it handled as the Westralian
Farmers handled it for last year. Even
the price at which the Westralian Farmers
handled it at last year compares favourably
with the prices in the Eastern States. Tha
guote given by the Westralian Farmers is
one-eighth penny, in Vietoria it is 2%d,,
South Australia 214d., New South Wales
2%d., so that the Westralian Farmers in
handling this grain have done 80 at a cheaper
rate than it is donme in the Eastern States.
According to the evidence, and from what I
have heard, it has been done more efficiently
and the stacks werc in better order than
any other stacks handled by agents in the
Eastern States. In regard to the profit made
by the Westralian Farmers, even if it is
£15,000 or £20,000, the farmers themsecives
who are growing the wheat derive the bene-
fit. They get it by way of bonus, and even
if I admit what the member for North-East
Fremantle said that the bonus is given In
shares, that iz equal to cash because interest
is allowed on the amount of money
represented by these shares from year to
Year, The farmers themselves are most
desirons  of building wup these companies
so0 that they may be able to face difi-
enlties that may come in the future and so
that they may be able in the future to have
a company with sufficient money behind it to
handle their products after the war ia over.
Probably the wheat will he able to be dis-
posed of and we ghall be able to handle the
products from the grower to the consumer.
That is what we are aiming at and we hopo
in the near future to gain that end. I do
not admit we are paying for it because T have
stated the wheat is handled at s cheaper
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rate than it would have been bhandled by
agents. I want to say if tenders had been
cafled for the handling of the wheat by the
Government in open competition the rate
quoted by the agents would have been ridi-
culously low, so low that it would have been
impossible for the Westralian Farmers to
have handled the wheat at the same rate.
The agents would have put in a price to
handle the wheat although they would know
that their handling would have shown a
great toss. It would have paid them to quote
a low price for the one year because to 2
great extent that would have helped to crip-
ple the Westralian Farmers and (mt them
out of joint, as the saying is, so that they
would not have had a goed opportuonity of
competing in future jyears. The agents
wouid have bad the facilities for handling
the grain in the future and been able to
have done the work at a cheaper rate than
the Westralian Farmers would. In calling
for tenders I do met think the Westralian
Farmers or. the Farmers’ Co-operative Com-
panies would have cared had the Govern-
ment fixed the price for the handling of the
wheat and said, ‘“we are going to give so
much per bushel for the handling of the
wheat and call in open compatition for any-
one to come in and handle the wheat at that
price.”’ The Westralian Farmers would
have been guite satisfied, in my opinion, to
have accepted an offer of that deseription.
The reason would have been this: they would
have known when the price was fixed by the
Government that no one would be able to
quote cut-thront prices which would show

o loss, The Westralian Farmers would have
known that they would have heen able
to secure at least 90 per ceent. of the

whole wheat grown in Western Australia.
It would have given to the co-operative com-
panies an opportunity to accept that price
heeause the year before they got two-thirds
of the handling of the grain prior to the
Woestralian Farmers getting the work., Had
this been done, they would have been quite
satisfied, but the co-operative companies did
not congider it fair to eall for open tenders
for handling the wheat because there are
firms with money who would have been able
to crush the movement which we have been
fighting for. We have co-operative com-
panies to build up our agricultural concerns
aml it wonld have been suicidal had the Gov-
ernment cndeavoured to call for tenders
without fixing a price. The member for
North-East Fremantle mentioned that the
Westralian Farmers had handled a small
quantity of wheat that they had no right to
handle. T do not know what the hon. mem-
ber’s intention in that direction was; whe-
ther he wished to insinuate that the Westra-
lian Parmers were handling wheat they had
no right to; that they acted dishonestly or
in some other way. Buot I should like to
point out, to protect the Westralian Farmers
in thig dircetion, that we koow that dual
control has been the canse of a great deal ot
trouble so far as the handling of the wheat
i3 concerned. There is a quantity of old
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wheat that has to be disposed of, and on ona
occasion, and that ne deubt was in the mind
of the member for North-East Fremantle,
three sampleg of wheat were sent to Dalgety
& Co., who have the sole right to handle all
inferior wheat, and these three samples of
inferior wheat were sent to them to fix a
price for, so that the agent at the centre
couid dispose of it. They were aunthorised to
dispose of the wheat at the price. The
wheat was sold by the agent and he reccived
a cheque for it. It was only six bags and
was sold at 4s. a bag, and when it was sola
and the cheque taken for it the inspector
came on the scene and would not allow the
Westralian Farmers to take delivery, saying
that the agent had no right to dispose of the
inferior wheat. That is one of the instances
no doubt in the mind of the member for
North-East Fremantle when he pointed out
that tbe Westralian Farmers were handling
wheat they had no right to bandle, They
were not handling it dishonestly, because
samples were sent down so that the price
could he fixed by Dalgetys. This is where
the curse comes in throughout the system
where there is dual control, There is bound
to be friction in such cases. The member
for North-East Fremantle said that the Gov-
ernment should handle this wheat, take on
the handling right through to the depdts. L
mueh regret that he has suggested this, be-
cange as sure as ever the Government tak
over the handling of the wheat for the farm-
ers, they will ineur costs unduly large, be-
cause on nearly all work the Government
undertake the cost is exeessive. Although
the Westralian Farmers have reaped a pro-
fit of £15,000 T feel certain that if the Gor-
ernment had handled the wheat, the whole
of that amount would have been absorbed in
wages paid for the bandling of the grain.
I want to say the small co-operative com-
panies would not work for small prices for
the Government aa they would for the West-
ralian Farmers, not because they refuse to do
it, becanse the handling was not due to the
Weatralian Farmers, but because of the in-
terest the Westralian Farmera have and in
the companies, That is an inducement to them
to handle the grain at bedrock prices. A
number  of  co-operative  companies  that
handled grain last yvear handled it at a loss.

Hon. P. Collier: Those bedrock prices were
no lower than the work was done for in pre-
vigus years by the agenta.

Mr. BROUN: Ahsolutely.

Hon. I, Cellier: Not te the Scheme,

Mr, BROUN: There are losses made by a
number of small companies in handling
wheat, and T want to say that the Westra-
lian Farmers have been absolutely fair to
these eo-operative companies, They have
made inquiries and wherever they found the
co-operative companies had made a loss the
Westralian Farmers have subsidised these
companies to the extent of the losses made.
Those that made a profit had their profit, and
there are others who have not made a profit
who have been snbsidised by the Westralianw
Farmers., The total subsidy to the whole of
them amounted to £4,000. That has been
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handed to the co-operative societies who
have made a loss. In regard to the roofing
of sheds, there has been a great deal of dif-
ficulty in thie respect owing to duwal con-
trol—dnal mismapagement. The material
has not been there to roof the stacks when
it eould have been obtained easily by the co-
operative companies. An offer was made and
refused by the Wheat Scheme, and the West-
ralian Farmers had to wait until the material
was procured by the Scheme, It was pointed

out by the member for North-East TI're-
mantle that they were paid  bedroek
prices for the roofing of the wheat

stacks—that iz the co-operative agents.
In every instance, I want the member for
North-East Fremantle to reccllect, the Wes-
tralian Farmers are solely responsible for the
protection as well ag the covering of the stacks.
Although the work is sub-let to co-operative
companies, if the wheat is not covered as it
ehould be the Westralian Farmers have to
take the entire responsibility. It must be
remembered alse that they have to pay their
agents or inspectors to go round the various
stacks and see that.they are properly roofed.
The Westralian Farmers, therefore, cavnot be
expected to pay for the roofing the whole of
the sum allowed by the Wheat Scheme,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There was no charge
for the protection last year, The Government
took the entire respensibility of that, and bore
all the losses.

Mr., BROUN: T understood the Government
took no responsibility whatever for losses, ex-
cept losses on the old stacks. The Westralian
Farmers were responsible for the roofing and
the protection of the wheat stacked until it
wag ‘placed on trucks. The member for North-
East Fremantle pointed ont that one-eighth
of a penny was paid for checking into the
depbta.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That is in aceordance
with the agreement.

AMr. BROUN: Undoubtedly; and this is an-
other argument in favour of doing away with
dual eontrol. But for dual control, thc whole
of that handling would be done by whoever
took over the handling of the wheat. The Wes-
tralian Farmers have to put a man there to
check, and so have the Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Waestralian
Farmers had one man, and the Government
had 13,

Mr. BROUN: The Government were check-
ing the wheat, and T take it that wherever any
fault was found with the wheat the inspector
appointed by the Westralian Farmers wag noti-
fied and went there and the argument was
gettled.

Hon. W, . Anpwin: Take the evidence of
Mr. Keys. The one man could not do it. The
13 Government men were checking all the time.

Mr, BROUN: T am satisfied that the agents
appointed by the Westralian Farmers were
efficient and careful, and that there was very
little sending forward of inferior wheat. As
to the loading of trucks, T stated that the
truckas should be unloaded at the depdts by
those who loaded them at the other end. T
also stated that this was impossible nnlesa dual
control was done away with, It is all right if
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nne handles inte the depdt; then one may be
able to overcome the difficulty to a great ex-
tent. But even then other difficulties would
arise, because there are numerous sidings
operating in wheat that goes into the Spencer’s
Brook dep6ét, How is the man leading at one
of those sidings to know, at the time he lozds,
what facilities there are for prompt unloading
at Spencer’s Brook, so as to save demurrage?
T admit, however, that if we bad not dual
control, and if the Westralian Farmers, or any
other agents handling the wheat, were hand-
ling it right into the depdt, that difficulty
would be largely overcome. I do hope that in
the future comsideration will be given to the
hgndling of the wheat right into the depot by
the Westralian Farmers or other agents hand-
ling the wheat. In my opinion, it comld be
done mueh more cheaply in that way than by
the Scheme, and also more efficiently. More-
over, that system would do away with the
troublesome dificulties incidental to dual eon-
trol, and would eliminate much of the frietion
between the Wheat Scheme and the Westralian
Farmers.

The MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon. W. J.
George—Murray-Wellington) [10.21]: The
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W.
C, Angwin) made a littls capital out of the
fact that the Works Department, for the work
they did in connection with erecting the wheat
aheds, charged five per cent. But the work was
not merely the preduction of plans, as the hon.
membher stated. The bhon. member was quite
eorrect in saying that the preparation of the
plans sbould be done quickly. It was done
quickly, But the work done by the Public
Works Department was something more than
that, The officers of the department had to
travel about seeking and inspecting sites, and
they had to be at the heck and call of the
wheat Scheme. Indeed, one of our officers was
on the Wheat Scheme Board for a considerable
time. Eventually I found that his sitting on
that beard interfered with his duties as an
officer of mine, and, viewing the position of
the Public Works Department as a contractor,
I considered it better that the officer should be
entirely under my control. Accordingly I
withdrew him from the Wheat Scheme. The
Public Works Department had to ecarry the
job of erection of the sheds right through, and
they carried it through weil. From the Scheme
wa received five per cent., or one per cent. less
than we are paid by the Commenwealth Gov-
ernment. Hon, members may not be aware
of the trouble there was in getting the neces-
sary material together in practically a scratch
time. We had very little time indeed to do it,
but we did it. In faet, we beat schedule time.
What profit can we have made out of our
charge of five per cent.? The actual cost to
the depariment in salaries and expenses for the
whole job allowed a margin of about £200;
and then T am not charging for any of the
work I did myself, 1 had to pull the strings
of the whole coneern; and T suppose if I had
been carrying the job on as an ordinary con-
tractor, that amount would not have been con-
sidered an exorbitant charge for sueh ser-
vices extending over three or four months. The
hon, member tried to make capital out of the



808

matter of the rails. I want him to understand
distinetly that all the members of the
Government are fully aware of the sincere
and ungelfish way, and, let me add, the thor-
ough way, in which the hon. member has
gone into the matter, But the fact is that

these old rails were bought a few years ago’
Every business man knows'

at a low price.
that he has to pay present day prices for his
material. I would not have been carrying
out my duty as Minister for Works had 1
scld material and stock at prices lower than
those obtainable in the open market. The
hon. member referred to some old rails sold
to the Scheme at £7 10s. per ton. Those rails
cost £6 11s. 7d. per ton when new; and I ecould
have sold every onme of those rails outside at
from £8 to £9 per ton, [ could have ob-
tained that price for them, and the Treas-
urer would have been very glad to get the
money. I would not have been justified in
supplying the material for less than the price
at which I could replace it. However, this
is the present position regarding rails: 1
must have payment or & voucher to clear my
books. The Scheme are now proposing that
we should lend them the rails, charging 6%
per cent. per annum interest for the time
the Scheme use them. However, we could
not do that. We must deal with the matter
in a buosinesslike fashion. At the end of four
or five years, or whatever the time may be,
the Scheme would bave dome with the rails,
and then we would take them hack at their
then value, the Scheme bearing any loss in-
volved. That is business, and no one can
dispute it for a aingle moment. I do net
want to talk about the Nevanas business, or
I could show that has mnothing at all to do
this matter. As regards the five per cent,
however, we have charged the Scheme about
£2,700, for which- we have carried out about
£60,000 of work. The member for North-
East Fremautle drew attention to the extra
cost of railway freight, and I interjocted
while he was speaking, that he was evidently
not aware that it was only a through haulage
that could be charged. Though in the first
instance, when they take the wheat from the
siding to the depot, the Railway Department
charge the local rate, the rate from the de-
pot to Fremantle will be simply the through
rate, as from the place where the wheat was
taken on trucks, the same as if the wheat had
gone through at one time. The 2s. 6d. per
ton iz charged for the shunting into the depot,
and for the other shunt which is done when
the wheat 1s taken away.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is very reason-
able.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Very well.
I want to show that there has been no at-
tempt to spoonfeed this particular Scheme so
far as T am concerned, but an attempt to put
it on a thorough business basis, I defy any
business man to say that the arrangement re-
garding the sheds is otherwise than on a
strictly business basis. The hon. member
spoke of this difference of 214d. per -bag.
But he spared the Committee the reading of
the answer to question 7146, which answer
by the way occupies fully a column, Mr.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Keys, after dealing with various aspects of
the cost of caretaking at country sidings and
so forth, states—

The total saving would be 1%d. (34d.
plus 114d.}). Taking the total saving from
the exira cost, it leaves 3d. per bag, or any
1d. per bushel against the depot.

Now comes what he says further in this con-

nection—
On account of the amall sheds at the coun-
try sidings, the number of screens as com-
pared with the depots would certainly be
double. The cost of erection of smaller sheds
at country gidings would be muech greater
than the large sheds at the depots. The
extra railage on material (irom, timber,
ete.) would bs greater than the railage to
the depot. At country sidings mouse-
proof fenecing would need to be erected im-
mediately (mice are fairly bad at some
country sidings now), whereas at the de-
pots this work need only be done if re-
required.

[Hon. P. Collier called attention to the
state of the House; bells rung and a querum
formed.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
answer goes on—
The cost of inspection, ete, would be
greater if the wheat was being put into
sheds at the sidings.
Then again in Question 7349, Mr. Harrison
asked—
With regard to the amount of £1,173 for
drainage, do you think there would be a
more permanent value for that expenditure
in connection with the sheds as suggested at
country gidings for over 2,000 bagat
and the answer was—

T should think it would cost four times the

amount to drain the sheds at the country

aidinga.
In sueh a short aspace of time that one has
to look into these things, one eannot reckon
up what the costs are likely to be, but I think
I have said sufficient to show to the hon.
member that an jsolated part of the evidence
should not bhe taken; there should be taken
into full consideration all the various charges
which add to the cost. Then if we turn to
Question 754, we notice that Mr. Allen
ashed—

I notice that comments have been made
at the Australian Wheat Board Committee
in regard to the cost of handling, and it
seems that Western Australia is the cheap-
est of all the States?—

and the answer ia—

That is so.

Even allowing for mistakes which have been
made—and what scheme has been carried out
withont making mistakest—we in Western
Australia come out on top because we are the
cheapest of the lot. I can tell the hon. mem-
ber that the information was given to me that
8o -far as the cost of our sheds is concerned,
the other parts of Australia were out of it
altogether. The hon. member will admit that
a big report of this mature requires te be care-
fully congidered. I have mot the glightest
doubt that when the members of the Commis-

The
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sion finally complete their work, and weigh
the whole matter carefully, they will say that,
although there have been mistakes, which
have heen the resnit of inexperience, the whole
scheme has been dealt with in Western Aus-
tralia honestly and efficiently. With regard
to the wheat stack at Buubury, it was built
hofore the present Minister, or the present
Minigtry, had anything to do with it. T saw
it there a long time ago and it was acknow-
ledged that of the five firms who harld dealt
with it, the Westralian Farmers Ltd. not
only had the best stack hut had better dun-
nage, and their sereens were 50 per cent. of
greater valne as preservatives than those put
apr by other agents.

HMen. W. C, Angwin: They have not hand-
led the wheat any better than the others,

The MINISTER FTOR WORKS: I have
been informed that at other places the posi-
tion is similar. I am net personally aware of
that but T do know something of the state of
affaivs ot Bunbury where the Westralian
Farmers kept the wheat clean, and where the
protection was good, and it was what I saw
at Dunbury that infiuenced me in giving my
vote in favour of the Westralian FParmers,
Ltd. The manager of that company, Mr. Stir-
ling Taylor, is a business man. He impressed
me as being 2 man who knew what had to be
done, and who knew how to handle men and
who would see that they did what he told
them. There is nothing more that T need say
because the gravamen of the remarks of the
hon, member requive to be dealt with hy the
Minister who has bad’to do with the working
of the Seheme. T have not had anything to do
with it except in conneetion with the building
of the sheds, and T maintain that evervthing
whicli las been done in connection with the
sheds would be approved of hy husiness men.
The hon. member himself would have done
what T did,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T am not blaming youn
or the sheds. You dil what you were asked
to do.

The MINTSTER POR WORKS: With re-
gard to Mr. Pearse, that officer was sent to
the other side for this reason: at that time
there were the gquestions of huilding silos and
clevators, and the Metealf apreement, under
consideration. Mr. Pearse went over as an en-
gineer who had studied these subjeets, and be-
cause of his business knowledpe and profes-
sional attainments he was entrusted with the
task of attending to what was necessary and
looking after the interests of the State, Tt
will he remembered that there was a delay in
the discussion in this House in connection
with the proposed agreement with Metealf’s,
and it was necessary that Mr. Pearse shonld
remain in  Melbourne to ecomplete arrange-
neuts. He was kept idle there for some weeks,
bunt it wag far cheaper to have him there than
to bring him baek again and then send him
over once more, Tn connection with the pro-
prosal to build silos and elevators, we had to
set arrangements afoot for the whole of the
material. While over there Mr. Pearse was
calling for tenders for the cement for the re-
inforcements, and also for the machinery,

Hon. P. Collier: And all before you had
Parliamentary authority.
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The MINLSTER FOR WOURKS: Exaetly.
What sort of fools would we have been called
if we haed waited until Parlinment had given
its approval? The lon, member must know
well that people who undertake big works pre-
pare their plans beforehand, and they take the
chonce as to whether they get the job or not.
In the event of their getting it, then they are
ready to po on with it straight away. As I
have adremly said, the Minister who is con-
ecerned can deal with the other remarks of the
iion. member,

Hon, I COLLIER (Boulder) [1040]: I
move—

That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the

following result:—

Ares . . .. 9
Noes .. .. .o 18
Majority ngainst .. 10
AYLS.

Mr. Angels ' Mr. Lamboert

Mr. Angwin ' Mr. Luley

Mr. Chesson Mr. Rocke

Mr. Collfer Mr. Q'Loghlen

Mr. Holman (Tetler)

Nops.

Mr. Broun Mr. Nalrp

Mr. Brown Mr, Plesse

Mr. Duft Mr. R. T. Roblnson

Mr., Gardiner Mr. Smith

Mr. George Mr. Stubbs

Mr., Grifiths Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Harrizon Mr., Underwood

¥r. Hudson Mr. Willpott

Mr. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Money (T'eller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [10.43]: T desire
to briefly toueh upon the pig-raising industry,
which has been alluded to by several speakers.
One plase which I have not heard mentioned
is the possible utilisation of the damaged
wheat, which has already reached large pro-
portions. Tn my opinion hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds worth of wheat will be
wasted hefore the main bulk of the grain is
sent away. Another point is this: the ship-
ping space rvequired to carry £1 worth of
hacon or ham would have to ba multiplied
nine times to accommodate wheat of the same
value, Tf we ecould turn the wheat into hams
and Dbacon one ship eonld take away as much
as nine ships would be required to carry if we
were sending wheat of a similar value. In
other words, wheat is worth a penny a pound,
whereas ham and bacon will realise 9d. a
pound. Last year we imported £145,000 worth
of bacon end ham, An effort ought to be
made to stop that importation, and to incline
us towards exportation. Tt has been con-
tended that the AQifficulty confronting the
prowers of pigs is the absence of a satisfac-
tory market. But recently we have had visit-
ing Western Australia an enterprising gentle-
man from the Eastern States. I refer to Mr.
Jones, of Messrs. Foggitt, Jones & Co. This
gentleman has let a contraet for the erection
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at Midland Junetion of works capable of deal-
ing with a large number of pigs per week,
and he has assured me personally that, if
nevessary, he will be prepared to double and
even treble his plant. It has been pointed out
by other members, including the member for
North-East Fremantie, that our wheat is being
destroved in increasing quantities every day
by the ravages of weevil. Rathef than allow
that wheat to be wasted, it is advisable that
the Government should take steps to encourage
the pig-raising industry, I should advise the
Government to pass a Bill to prevent, as a
temporary measure, the slaughteriag of temale
1igs, and o provide farmers and othera living
cloge to the wheat stacks with the means of
inercusing  their herds,  Unfortunately, we
have not very many good stud pigs in the
State. (M the few that we have, some were
sold at ridivulous prices at the Royal Agricul-
tural Show the other day. Every effort should
be made to encourage this industry, for the
twotold purpose of wtilising what is likely to
become wasted wheat, and of making the best
possible wse of the available shipping space,
Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10.48]: T do not
intend to go over the ground traversed by the
menber for North-East Fremantle, but there
are certain phases of the wheat question which
I desire to bring forward. After the asset
has Dbeen created by the farmers the
main thing to be donme is to preserve it,
To do this, it is the epinion of the Commis-
sion that where local conditions are suitable
aml where a certain quantity of wheat is ex-
pected to be delivered, storage sheds should
he erected at country sidings, thus affording
the least pessible chance of moisture getting
into the wheat either in transit or at the de-
pot. If sach sheds were erected, it would
be a move in the right direction. It might
nean an inereased c¢ost in the construction
of the sheds, and it would be an in¢reased
cost in the caretaking and in the checking,
hmt after these costs are done with T do not
think there is any argnment which can be
used in favour of the depit as against the
sheds in country distriets, and on top of this
there will be the advantage of getting the
asset at its maximum value and retaining it
at its maximum value with a2 minimum ot
expenditure, There are certain growers who
will not be able to take advantage of the
construetion of a railway without excessive
earting of from 17 to 20 miles. Many ot
these wheat prowers are situated in my elee-
torate, They are now found between the
Eastern goldfields railway and the Dowerin-
Merredin loop. In fairness to these farmers
whe have now grown a large amount ot
wheat, which is not likely to he shipped for
at least three years, and possibly more, 1
think the Gavernment should grant them the
privilege of storing their wheat upon gronnd
that ia free from weevil, which the
memher for North-East Fremantle has
roferrel to as being such a menace in
the State. There is one sperial class
of weevil, the *‘Rhizopertha dominiea,’! or
lessor  grain horer, which if disseminated
through our couniry districts, will be very
difficult to eradicate. We are told by scien-
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tists that this particulur weevil van  live
even in timber, and is likely to attack our
crops as they staed in the fiell. 1t i pos-
sible to retain this wheat on new ground
away from any of the contamination of
railway trocks. 1t could be stored and
dumped  on this  particnlar area ready for
carriage over the railway. If railway facili-
tics are not granted it counld still be earted in
in better condition and at less cost than
could be dour by the individual farmer at a
period when he should be preparing his seed
beds for his future crops. It this could be
done, and 1 believe it is possible, we shoulil
then have our asset cared for and stacked
by the farmer at a cost at which it could
not be Jdone in any other portion of the State.
1t is possible that the destruction of wheat
throughout the State may be increased by
weevil. If this wheat was stored in the way
I have suggested, far removed from con-
taminating influences, it may prove a
greater asset to the State as clean whent
for seed purposes. I should like to men-
tion a few distriets in particular in this
comneetion. Tt is anticipated that there wiil
be at least 60000 bags of wheat from York-
rakine, and 40.000 bags from North Baandee;
this being a conservative cstimate, From
Kodj Kodjin it is estimated there will he
from 15,000 to 20000 bags. T cannot say
what the cstimate is from Hindmarsh, but in
any ease a railway must be built in that
area if it is to retain its capacity for wheat
development and agrienlture. In this parti-
cular area we have some of the finest wheat
crops in the State. One erop of Currawa
wheat was grown at North Baandee last year
which averaged 48 bushels to the acre, Tt
seems that this year it will yield something
like 30 bushels, if not more. This year's
erop is much larger than last year’s, and
looks remarkably well, There are also other
mood crops in the vicinity. At contract
prices in this area the earting has cost many
of the farmers as much as 10d. per bushel
Tf there is no eontract carting this year, and
the work of moving this large quantity ot
wheat has to be performed by the farmers,
it will take them from six weeks to threed
months to complete it. Tf they have to do
this how are they to get their seed beds
ready for mext year’s erop? It is not fair
that this area should be allowed to go on
vear in and wear ont without the farmers
being piven farilities to gel their produce
to market. There is a good streteh of land
in the distriet that is second to mone in thr
State from the wheat prowing point ot
view,

The Attorney General: Yhat remedy do

von suggest?

Mr. HARRISON: As rails are not avail-
able at present for new lines I would suggest
the eourse T have already named. The beat
thing to do would be to have a survey made
through that country for the purpose of
choosing the most suitable sites, Even with-
out that the Ffarmers should he allowed to
ereate stacks in those loealities where the
wheat is grown in order to preserve it in
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a place where there is a minimum ¢hanee 01
veterioration through any pest, and so as to
reuder it wnnecessary for it to be carted dur-
ing the period of the rainy scason. 1 be-
lieve that the farmers would help in a schemu
of this sort, and would undertake to care for
the wheat, of course under the supervision
ot the Scheme which would see that the work
wus properly earried out.

The Attorney General: How would you ar-
ranga for the earting subsequently!

Mr, HARRISOXN: It is possible that three
years hence there might be motor tractors,
by which the wheat vonld be conveyed teo
the railway ut considerably less cost than
wouid be the case to-day. Dy that time,
alse, the arens under cultivation should
have greatly inereased and there should be at
least three times the volume of business that
there iy at present; and this would make up
for any deficiency there might be in the
vield per acre that might he anticipated.
This would be a good thing for the State
uaml for the farmers, and an increased area in
cultivation would mean a bigger asset for
Western Australia, It is a good business
proposition from the point of view of the
Government. T trust that the Minister in
contrel of this department will consider it
favourably, go inte the full details of it,
and see if 1 am not right in the view T have
taken. 1 am convineed that it is the proper
course to take with respect to the particular
aren I have mentioned. The member for
Toodyay mentioned the question of rabhits.
After the weevil, or poasibly parallel with it,
the rabbits are one of our worst plagnes.
The Attorney Qeneral, as Minister for In-
dustries, made a tour through this portion of
the conntry and saw for himself what could be
done by consistent work with poison earts,
even during the growing crop season, when it
is not expected to get anything like the results
whieh are usually ebtained during the suminer
season, Where the farmers have consistently used
the poigon earts, they have been able to preserve
their crops, althovgh in the immediate vicinity
of the crops I have alluded to there are aban-
dovet holdings upon which a great numher of
rahbits are found. It has heen stated by the
AMiniater that the Government intend during
next year to inerease their efforts npon aban-
doned holdings, Government reserves, and
('rowwn lands adjoining those holdings now
heing cultivated by the farmers, The farmers
on the outside edpes of our cultivation are
actine as buffers to all those westward, and
if the Government assist those outside fariners’
efforts the results will he such as we little
imagine te-day. Rut it means concerted action
by all the farmers and by the Government as
well, esreeially during the dry period, when
the green feed ia not available and the rabbits
will therefore take the poison much more
readily than during the growing seasom., The
member for North Perth (Ar. Smith) says we
shall never get rid of the rabhita. T agree
that we shall never met rid of them entirely,
bnt we ean keep them down to such an extent
that they will not he the menace we now antiei-
pate. But here is our chance to cope with the
peat, and it is our dnty to do ocur utmost to-
wards that end, and to stimulate all those now
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on the land to similar efforts. The policy of
the CGovernment las Dbeen to encourage the
earrying of sieep in the wheat areas; but there
is no chonee of developing the wool and mut-
ton industry to anything like the degree desir-
able unlesa we begin at once to construct freez-
ing worka with cool ¢chambers and alse eanning
facilities,  If we huave cool chambers only,
without eanning, then as scon as ever the
capavity of the works is filled we shall be
unable te absorlh any incrcased flow of mutton.
Onee the capacity is filled, everything will
depend on shipments; and if there is not a
constant stream of export through the ship-
ping outlet it will be impossible to take in any-
thing further. Therefore, it is essential that
we ghould also go in for the eanning business,
and I trust the Government will hasten this
as much as possible. In view of the lateness
of the hour, I reserve my further remarks for
another opportenity. Let me, however, again
express the hope that the Minister controlling
the Agricultural Department will eonsider at
once whether sowething eannot be dane to-
wards rabbit destruction on that area betiween
the two fences, and that he will atate his defi-
nite conclusions, so that the people affected
mny know what is in store for them and pre-
pare for it,

(teneral debhate coneluded; votes and items
digeussell ag follow:—

Ttem—Under Secretary, £838.

Mr, SMITH: I fear I cannot compliment
the Governmeut on the manner in which the
Estimates have been placed before the Com-
nitttge. There seems to be a general degire
to lump amounts together, soc as to suppress
information, of which praetice this item is
rather a glaring instanee. The Under Secre-
tary is put down here for £838. I understand
that amount includes a sum for payment of
Tong service leave and also annual leave to the
rettring Tnder Secretary, The Committee
should Ye informed how much of this iz for
the retiring Under Secretary, and what salary
is heing paid to the present Under Secretary,
and also whether the latter’s appointment is
permanent or mercly acting. I understand the
gentlethan  at  present  holiding  the position
was formerly Under Secretary of another de-
partment. Tas he been permanently appointed
to the Agricultural Department, and what nre
hig qualificationg for the position? A poad
deal has heen =aid to-night regarding the
shorteomings of the Apgricultural Department.
Tf we expect that «derartment to improve, the
gentleman at its head should be thoroughly
competent to administer it.

The PREMTER: T understand from the Min-
ister in charge of the Agrieultural Depart-
ment that this officer is doing very good work.
TMe has some considerable knowledpe of arri-
eultural work, T understand, and his adminis-
trative nhility is satisfactory to the Minister
in charge, The Government intend, therefore,
te retain the officer in his present position,
which just now is merelv an acting one, he not
having heen permancutly appointed. e was
appointed Acting  Under Secretary until
he had heen tried, and the time will
come shortly when his avpointment will
be made permanent. The =salary  he
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receives is £600 a year, the same amount as
was pail to the former occupant of the office.
However, o mistake has ¢rept into this item,
the amount should be £30 less than shown;
instend of £838 it should be £788. I move
an amendment—
That the item be reduced by £50.

The balanee of the item represents the
amount duc to the late Under Secretary for
12 months’ leave of absence which was
granted on his retirement last year. He was
paid up to the end of the last finaneial year,
and the balance of this item represents the
differcnce between the salary which he re-
ceived laust year and the amount he is to
receive for the full 12 months.

Mr, SMITII: The Premier’s explanation
illustrates the need for placing thege items
before the Committee more clearly. Then
such mistakes as that madoe here wounld not
pass un-noticed.  Why is this particular
gentleman to be appointed Under Secrctary
of the Agrieultural Department? "Why has
the position not been made available to othe:
Civil Servants who are undoubtedly just as
competent to fill it as the pregent acting
Trnder Secretary? Tt is most unfair that
individuals shounld be picked out for import-
ant positions of this nature, without an op-
portunity being afforded to other members
of the Civil Serviee, who may be more eom-
petent, to apply for the vacancy. I protest
very strongly against appeintments  being
made in this way, The plums in the service
should be open to all who are willing and
competent to undertake the work. The Pre-
mier has not yet told us that the acting
Undler Beeretary has special qualifications for
the position. He was under sceretary in some
other department and for some rcason or
other he was transferred to the Agrienltural
Department.

The PREMIER: The oflicer in question
was Under Seeretary for Water Supply and
Sewecrage.  That department was amalga.-
mated with the Works Department and the
office of seerctary beeame vacant. The sece-
retary then became what is known as an ex-
cesa officer. The Publie Service Commis-
gioner went into the matter, made exhanstive
inquiries, and recommended that Mr. Treth-
owan should be given the acting appointment
of Under Seeretary of Agriculture. The
officer’s qualifieations were equal to these of
any other oflicer, and econsequently the Gov-
ernment considered it would be only a matter
of justice te give him the opportunity of
making good in the Agrieuitural Department.
The Minister was quite satisfied with the
work the officer was performing.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I have already drawn
attontion to the state of the Mouse, The
way in which we are doing business is noth-
ing less than a seandal and the eountry
ghould know about it. With regard to the
question under diseussion, my complaint is
that the position has too long been filled in
an acting capaeity. T do not know what ex-
perience Mr. Trethowan has had in regard to
agricvitural matters, but T hold the opinion
that this gentleman is a very capable officer
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and that he is able to discharge the duties of
any position he may be called upon to fill.
I had some deazlings with him during the time
hae was TInder Sccretary for Water Supply,
and although be did not get on too well in
some directions with other officers, if there
wag frietion, it was not entirely his fault.
If this officer does possess a fault it is thae
of excessive zeal in the discharge of his
doties. I think he is one of the mast capable
officers the State possesses. I conmsider that a
permancent appointment should have been
made earlier in the Agricultural Department.
I do not quite know how long it is since the
late Under Becretary left the service, but
it should be nearly twelve months. Anyhow
it is not desirable that important offices
should be filled by ecivil servants who are
only acting in the positions. T protest alse
agninst the manner in which the Estimates
have becn prescnted to Parliament, In former
years the items were numbered; this year
members are not able to name or indicate
the items they wish to diseuss. In the very
first item, according to the Premier himselt,
a mistake of £50 has been made. Besides, it
is not usual to include ar allowance that may
have been granted to a retiring officer under
the heading of salary for under secretary.
Sueh allowance should be provided for in an-
other part of the Estimates. T should like
to know how mueh Mr. MeNulty, the former
Under Sceretary received or is going to re-
ceive before he finally severs his connection
with tho service.

The Premier: He has been granted 12
months leave of absence on full pay.

Hon. P. COLLTER: It would appear from
the remarks of the Premier that Mr. Me-
Nulty has reccived twelve months leave of
absence on full pay.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): 8ix months,

Hon, P. COLLIER: I think we ought to re-
pert progress so that we may be able to get
definite information. This matter should
have been cleared up in last year’s Estimates
seeing that they were mot passed until April
or May of the present year. We ought to
know how much the late Under Secretary
really did get. Apparently he got £300. The
Committee did not vote any of that last year.

Hon. T. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): The Committee voted £600 to the Un-
der Secretary last year.

Hon, P, COLLTIER:
sent Under Seeretary.

The Premier: No, he got his salary from
the Water Supply Department right up to the
end of the financial year,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then the Agrienltural
Tepartment will have to recoup the amount to
the Water Supply Department. In any case
the cxpenditure last year was £817, although
the Committee voted only £600.

Tlon, T E, 8. Willmott (Honorary Minias-
ter): DBecause one man was retired and got
alx months leave, together with acerued an-
nual leave.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Then aceording to the
Estimates Mr. AeNulty received £217 last

That was for the pre-
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year. Now we are asked to vote an additional
£188. So in all he is to get £405.

The Premier: L am not sure of the amount.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): He was granted six months leave on
full pay, amd his acerued annual leave.

Hon. P, COLLTER: What did the acerued
annual leave represent? 1t is extraordinary
how some officers manage to pile up aecrued
leave.

The Premier: It was all on the recommen-
dation of the Public Service Commissioner.
The officer was entitled to it.

1Ton. ', COLLTER: T do not know that he
was entitlad to half a year’s leave.

The Premier;: He did not get any more
than he was entitled to.

Hon. P. COLLTER: When he wont it was
understood that he was not coming back. It
is 2 way the Public Serviee Commissioner has:
when an officer is leaving he is well paid for
leaving. It is different in private employ-
ment. In this case Mr, MeXNuity went out,
drawing something like nine months salary.
XNo officer can claim acerued annual leave un-
less his Minister has approved of this Deing
done, When we were in office we decided not
to agree to the acecumulation of aunnal leave,
becanse this practice had been abused so much
in the past,

The Colonial Treasurer: I think every
officer should be made to take his annual
leave as a general practice.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Tt has becoms the
general practice amongst the higher paid@ civil
servauts not to take their annnal leave until
it has accumnlated. The particular officer un-
der consideration has undoubtediy loft the ser-
vice with an honorarium of about £400. I
hope a permanent appointment to the office
will soon be made.

Amendment put and passed.

Ttem, Commisgioner for Wheat Belt, £756.

lon. P. COLLIER: We have been told
that the Commigsioner for the Wheat Belt,
Mr, Sutton, is now deveting o great deal more
of his time than he did in the past to the
dutics which really belong to him. I do not,
however, think this officer ought to be a mem-
her of the Wheat Marketing Advisery Board,
for this necessitates hig heing in the eity prac-
tieally the whole of the year, Tt is ahout fime
we insisted on officers being emploved on
duties for which they are specially fitted. For
vears past Mr. Sutton has been engzged in
Perth upon work for which he ia entirely un-
fitted, and this has been responsible for some
of the troubles which have involred the State
in a considerable expenditure of money. He
should be continually moving about amongst
the wheat growers in the country, assisting
them by his advice and counsel, He has heen
here something like 10 yvears, but has devoted
very little of his time to experiments with dif-
ferent kinds of wheat in order to asecertain
which variety is most switable for any par-
tieular district. By this time there should be
in the Agricultural Department complete in-
formation as to the varieties of wheat best
suited to the several distriets. I venture to
say, however, that investigation would bring
to light the faet that there was very little in-
formation of this kind available as a result

of Ay, Sutton's services. Last year we we
told when the dairy expert was retired th
the work eould be performed satistactorily
My, Sutton,

Hon. I, E. 8. Willmott (Honerary Min

ter}y: Teurporarily.
Hon, 1. COLLLER: I do not know abe
that., It was urged on his behalf that he »

capable of advising in matters relating
dairving. | should like to know whether 3
Sutton is rtill the expert adviser of the i
partment on this question. Soon after 1
(‘onyjor was retired Mre. Sutton was sent dor
to the Dewmark district to report oa the L
tory there. I 4o not agree that the intere
of the State will be properly safegnarded
having Mr. Button as the Government's exp
adviser in this counection, If Mr, Sutton
not still acting in that capacity, so far as 1
Kstimates reveal ony information, there
nobody acting. There is no provision on {
Estimates for any head of this (epartme
no cxpert. 'There is greater necd for sm
body at the present time and during the p
few mounths than en any former oceasion. 1
Government announced some time ago t}
were going tg launch out in the establishm
of butter and baeon factories, and sinece t
wins announced they got rid of their advis
He may not have been the hest man to he
if so, somrone should have been appointed
fill the position. If there is a time when
dairying industry should not be left to
office pilivials it is now,

The Premier: We have an adviser
spends mort of hig time in the country,

Hon. P. COLLTER: On the Estimatea th
i3 an item ‘‘Chicf Inspector for the Sor
West,’’ but it does not say whether he
chief inapector of rabbits, dairying, or whi

The Premier: The Commissioner for
Sonth-West was not told off to deal with 1
bits or hutter or bacon; we call this off
chief inspector.

Hon, P. COLLIER: He must he a hip
gualified official because he ia paid the
nificent salary of £360. The whale of
work that an officer was paid £750 to perfi
previouwsly, is now (donc by this officer. '
nfficer might be doing the work which was
trusted to Mr. SButton after the retirement
Mr, Connor. Ta Alr. Sutton doing any w
at all in regarl to dairying, or is the wl
of that work being done by the chief ins
tor? Tirst of all, is Mr. Sutton devoting
whole of his time to his proper deties owt
the enuntry in the wheat-growing areas an
he doing any work in connection with dairm
formerly earried out by Mr. Connor, ln
retired?

The PREMIER: Mr. Sntton is employed
tircly on his wheat work, except in ronnee
with his position on the Wheat Beard. H
not on any other board and it iy the inten
of the Government te relieve him of that v
as soon a3 possible, Mr, Sutton hag been
gaged in hreeding wheat for yeara at C
man and Merredin,

Hon, P, Collier: He has not experime
much with the different varieties.

The PREMIER: When at the Chap
farm some months ago T saw 50 rowr of
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ferent clagses of wheat which had been experi-
mented with, and the Commmissioner advises
farmers what is the best wheat to grow in the
different districts. I agree that Mr, Sutton’s
work should consist of assisting the farmers,
and it is the desire of the Government to re-
licve him of his duties on the Wheat Board as
soon a3 possible,

Hon, P, Collier: Is it intended to relieve
tim of his Wheat Board work?

The PREMIER: As soon as possible. At
the present time I am advised it can be con-
veniently done, and it will be done and the
work in the South-West attended to by an-
sther officer. Mr. Sutton’s duties are removed
from the South-\West. Mr. Perey Wicken has
she highest credentials, but if it is found that
‘his officer is unable to cope with the work and
lo all that is required by the Government, it
vill be necessary to try someone else.

[Mr. Holman called attention to the state of
he House; bells rung and a guorum formed.]

Hon. P, Collier: Is he the dairy expert?

The PREMIER: Yes. Mr. Sutton advises
‘armers not only as to wheat growing and
ereals generally, but also as regards pig rais-
ng, stock raising, and sheep raising. It is
he Government’s intention to relieve him of
is duties on the Wheat Board 24 scon as that
an be conveniently done.

Mr. LAMBERT: What will be the exact
rork carried out by Mr, SButton when he is
elieved from the many duties placed upon him
part from the specific duty for which he was
rought to this country?  Mr. Sutton is a
igh-salaried officer, and ome whose experi-
1ental work in the development of apecies of
theat for various districts should be noted and
nown., Can the Minister give some definite
1formation as to whether Mr. Sutton’s re-
earch work is eatalogued, or whether it is
tmply carried on in a promiscucus manner?
Jo the Government intend to continue to
mploy him indefinitely at this particular work?
f so, a record should be kept so that anyone
ollowing Mr. Sutton in his mest interesting
nd also very expensive work could be made
ware of any conclusions reached by Mr.
utton.

The Premier: T have given the leader of the
‘pposition all the information for which you
re asking.

Mr. LAMBERT: No. Can the Premier state
hether Mr. Sutton keeps any detailed records
f his experimentzl work, whether that work
. known to anyone else, and, if so, whether

could be followed up by someone else? In

v opinion the Committee would not be justi-
3l in passing the item until definite informa-
on on these points iz furnished. Apparently
'r. Sntton, cver since his engagement here,
18 been employed on work altogether foreign
» hia special capabilities. e has been asked
+ advise the Government on ecommercial and
wincial matters, with the result, it is asserted,
at congiderahle sumgs have been lost to the
:ate.

The PREMIER: The fullest information re-
wrding the work performed by Mr. Sutten is
hulated and is available to everyone. This
formation relates to the experiments which
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have been carried out by Mr. Sutton, not omly
with regard to wheat, but cats and in other
directions as well, and anyone who desires it
ean have it supplied. I appreciate the great
interest the member for Coolgardie is taking
in this matter, and I imagine that he proposes
to take up a large area of land in the wheat
helt or perhaps in the Coolgardie distriet.

Mr. Holman: Do not be so sareastie.

Mr. Lambert: I am going to Moora.

The PREMIER: I shall be only too happy
to weleome the hon. member ir the Moora dis-
triet and to give him all the information I can,
and also to place at his disposal all my own
experience with regard to the best wheats to
grow in that district.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 12.5 a.m.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 29th October, 1818,

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m,, and read pravers,

SELECT COMMITTEE, S8TATE CHILD-
REN ACT AMENDMENT BILL,
Extension of Time.

On motion by Hon. W. KINGSMILL, tho
time for bringing up the report was extendet
to the 7th November.

[For ‘‘Question on Notice’' and ‘‘Papers
Pregented!’ see ‘“Minutes of Proceedings.’')

MOTION—HONORARY MINISTERS AND
DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION.

Hon. A, S8ANDERSON (Metrepolitan-Sub-
urhban) [4.35]: I move—

That in the opinion of this House tho
present system of entrusting the adminis-
tration and control of important depart-
ments of State to Honorary Ministers as
undesirable.

This motion opens up & wide field both in eon-
stitutional development and in polities, but if
I am fortunate enough to secure the attention
of members for 40 or 50 minutes T think I
shall be able to c¢over the ground without
wearying them. T am most anxious to secure
the approval of hon. members to this motion.
Now, I am going to brush agide almost in a
sentence the reference or charge or suggestion
which has been made outside this Chamber



